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and the skies darkly and wetly de- 
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fan. You enjoy solving problems. Why not explore the mysteries of 
your Faith as expressed every week in America’s Gospel column, The 
Word? See if you agree with America’s editorial solutions of the 
puzzles and problems of the national and international scene. Fill in 
the coupon and see if, in 17 weeks’ time, you can detect in America 
all the elements of a favorite weekly. 


IF YOU DO NOT SPECIFICALLY FIT ANY GROUP — your reading inter- 
ests are widespread. In America you will find weekly comment on the 
news here and abroad; articles on literature, economics, religion; re- 
views of the latest books, both fiction and non-fiction; comment on the 
theatre and motion pictures. America is a Catholic weekly for people 


like you with catholic tastes. 
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secretary Marshall to the UN Assembly 

Summarizing the present world situation by the state- 
ment that “more than two years after the end of the war, 
the fruits of peace and victory are still beyond our 
grasp,” Secretary of State Marshall outlined to the Gen- 
eral Assembly the steps which it could take to supply the 
deficiencies—it was implicit in his whole speech—of the 
Security Council. Greece: “one permanent member of 
the Security Council . . . has three times vetoed the efforts 
of the Council to deal with the situation.” A United States 
resolution will call upon Yugoslavia, Bulgaria and Al- 
bania to cease their aggression; will ask the Assembly 
to establish its own commission of investigation (cf. “New 
road to peace,” p. 706). Korea: The Koreans were not 
our enemies and are still not free. The Soviet Government 
has blocked all progress. Further bilateral negotiations 
will further delay freedom for Korea. The U. S. will lay 
the matter before the Assembly. Palestine: Without com- 
mitting itself definitely, the U. S. gives great weight to 
the majority report of the Special Committee on Palestine. 
Atomic Energy: If two nations persist in blocking the 
will of the majority of the Atomic Energy Commission, 
it may have to report failure to the Assembly. Disarma- 
ment: A working system will not operate “until condi- 
tions of international confidence prevail.” However, the 
Commission for Conventional Armaments should con- 
tinue its work of outlining a plan to be put into opera- 
tion as soon as conditions permit. The veto: The U.S. 
would be willing to accept elimination of the veto in 
regard to pacific settlement of disputes and admission 
of new members. Standing committee: In view of the 
continuing nature of the crisis and the problems con- 
fronting the Assembly, the U. S. will recommend that 
the Assembly create an Interim Committee on Peace and 
Security on which all its members would be represented. 
It would not deal with Security Council matters, but 
would consider situations and disputes and refer them 
to the Council or the Assembly; recommend the calling 
of special sessions of the Assembly when necessary; and 
in general make the facilities of the Assembly available 
during the year to all member states. 


Russia’s pressure on Iran 

The war of nerves, which the Soviet Government has 
been waging for months against Iran, has suddenly in- 
creased in scope and intensity. The forces now in action 
are motivated by considerations of a political rather 
than an economic nature. Middle East oil has been de- 
veloped in three great pools—Iran, where the British 
have long been supreme; Iraq, where British, Dutch, 
French and United States interests are combined; and 
Arabia, where Americans have done the pioneering. 
The close alignment of American and British interests— 
the fact that the United States and Britain together con- 


vr 


trol ninety-five per cent of Middle-East oil production— 
has not escaped the notice of Russia, whose press ham- 
mers away at the huge Anglo-American “oil plot.” 
Russia has long coveted the oil fields of the Middle East. 
Potentially, the USSR is thought rich in oil, with un- 
proved reserves running to several hundred billion bar- 
rels. Her proved reserves, however, are estimated at only 
six billion barrels: and her figures for production are far 
inferior to those of the Anglo-American oil companies. 
Soviet Russia’s reluctance to pull out of Iran last year 
was undoubtedly motivated by a desire to force some 
kind of oil concessions from the Teheran Government. 
Though Russia was compelled by the United Nations to 
withdraw her troops, she succeeded in leaving behind a 
puppet communist government in [ran’s northern Azer- 
baijan. She also exacted an “agreement” from the 
Iranian government to establish a joint company, which 
would be a counterpart of the Anglo-lranian Oil Co., 
Ltd. With fifty-one per cent of the shares Russian-held, 
such a company would give Moscow control of north- 
Persian oil fields for fifty years. When the communist 
puppet troops were destroyed, the question of oil con- 
cessions was promptly shelved by the Majlis (parlia- 
ment). It is now up for reconsideration. Meanwhile, the 
Russian propaganda barrage attacks the Ghavam Govern- 
ment, accusing it of “selling out to the Western imperial- 
ists.” Guided by Russia’s previous behavior, the United 
States quickly took an official stand. Our Ambassador, 
George V. Allen, told the Iranians that the United States, 
in substance, would support their choice in the matter 
of concessions, and would follow the line taken with 
other small nations threatened by aggression. The coun- 
try’s political independence now depends apparently on 
the outcome of the Soviet-Iranian oil dispute. 


The Judge and the hens 
Our contemporary, the Leonardtown, Md. Beacon (vol. 
CXVI) for September 5, 1947, publishes the following: 


In the lobby of the New Theatre there is a large 
chicken coop, the property of Mr. Roland B. Duke, 
Sr. In the coop are three compartments each occu- 
pied by a single hen, the property of Mr. Robert E. 
Wigginton, sitting on a setting of eggs the property 
of Judge Wm. M. Loker. The eggs are due to hatch 
between September 4 and 7. Is there anyone who 
can decide the identity of the proper owner of the 
newly hatched chickens? Is it Mr. Trumbull who 
manages the theatre? Is it Mr. Duke whose housing 
gives him a claim? Is it Judge Loker to whom the 
eggs belong? Or is it to Attorney Wigginton whose 
hens are doing the work? 
Nobody cares to risk an opinion where a Circuit Judge 
and an attorney are concerned. However, a situation like 
this can hardly be solved according to Marxian prin- 
ciples, which teach that work alone is a title to prop- 
erty. As Father Oswald von Nell-Breuning remarks, in 
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his analysis of the Quadragesimo Anno of Pope Pius XI, 
“to call the fruits of trees and the offspring of animals 
the result of the farmer’s work would require reasoning 
more than subtle and artificial.” For this reason “all 
clear-thinking men, and the jurisprudence of civilized 
nations” have established a variety of titles of acquisition 
in addition to that of work. One of these is that of 
“natural increase” (res fructificat domino). “It is hard 
to imagine,” says Nell-Breuning, “who else should pos- 
sess the fruits if not the owner of the object, or the per- 
son who has been authorized by the latter.” Since it is 
the hens who have produced the eggs, not the coop or 
the New Theatre, Mr. Duke and Mr. Trumbull would 
seem to be ruled out; and the title falls to the hens’ 
owner, Mr. Wigginton. But apparently Mr. Wigginton 
entered into a contract with the Judge concerning the 
“fruits” when they should appear. This being the case, 
the Judge would seem to be the winner in the end, which 
would be quite in accordance with the experience of 
LaFontaine. At any rate, the event may remind us of the 
fact that the Popes consider it important, in the present 
unsettled state of the world’s economy, that as many 
as possible should enjoy opportunity to possess an “ob- 
ject”—land or animal—which will give natural increase. 


Fair landing for Bidault 

Georges Bidault, France’s Foreign Minister, arrived in 
New York on September 16 to attend the General Assem- 
bly and appear here in a somewhat different capacity 
than when he landed in Washington on August 20, 1945, 
in the company of General Charles de Gaulle and Gen. 
Alphonse-Marie Juin. For M. Bidault, along with his 
Republican Popular Movement, has finally crossed the 
political Rubicon; and did that in a very meaningful 
manner only a day before he took wings for Flushing 
Meadow. On September 13 the French Communist Party 
declared practically an all-out offensive against the MRP, 
in preparation for the October 19 elections for the Na- 
tional Council. It charged that the Spanish frontier was 
being reopened; that commercial treaties with eastern 
Europe were being neglected; that the French were being 
maneuvered to join the Anglo-American zone in Germany 
and make it from a Bizone into a Trizone. The following 
day M. Bidault called for a third fusion grouping to 
enter the political fray. He placed squarely between de 
Gaulle’s Rassemblement and the Communists’ “People’s 
Leftist” grouping his own anti-Red merger: “republican, 
community and family action.” So now the MRP has cut 
the last tie which bound it to the early postwar policy of 
1945: that of proposing France as a supposed “mediator” 
between the East and the West. In the long and difficult 
discussions on the Ruhr and the Marshall Plan, France 
has shown that she can hold her own. M. Bidault knows 
his people, and knows that he cannot take such a strong 
stand against Russia unless they are convinced they are 
not losing their self-respect in clinging to the United 
States. The whole freedom-loving world has looked to the 
MRP to make this move. Now that it has occurred, the 
same world will look with equal hope to all the followers 
of General de Gaulle to come to an agreement with 
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the MRP, and thus deprive the French Communists 
of what, through a disastrous division of their opponents, 
would presage a Communist victory in October. 


“Italia ristaurata” 

Political sovereignty came back to Italy on September 
15 in a thin, ragged but regal mantle. Hunger stalked 
the land, and there were rumblings of leftist revolution 
over the Apennines as the devastating and miscalled two. 
year “armistice” dragged to its ending. The peace-treaty 
ratifications, deposited at Paris in the morning, had been 
bound appropriately in red, and Premier de Gasperi had 
reason, recognized by an almost unanimously sympathetic 
world, to call the day “one of the saddest in Italy’s his. 
tory.” But here, as so often before, Italy’s heroic sadness 
may well be the measure of a critical victory for the 
cause of world peace. She has borne with dignity the 
stigma of a war her people never sanctioned or con. 
doned, and the agony of reconstruction out of political 
and economic chaos as part of her “atonement.” She has 
sat helplessly but patiently through the long, painful, 
and so far unsuccessful effort of her friends (was it ever 
possible to speak as an enemy of the real Italy?) to 
liquidate the accounts of fascism with some show of 
equity and even generosity. But she has come through 
the ordeal with her ancient moral credit in United Europe 
and the world family restored and enhanced. 


Sovereign Italy 

Even though Big Power tomfoolery in the Security 
Council may deprive Italy for some time yet of her right- 
ful place—by the side of Siam and the Yemen!—in the 
comity of the United Nations, her sovereignty and inde- 
pendence are henceforth the concern of a host of frater- 
nal defenders in both hemispheres. Argentina, with 
powerful seconds, is already pressing for UN Assembly 
support of immediate relief from the territorial and eco- 
nomic inequities of the peace treaty. The United States 
has made Italian rehabilitation and equilibrium a king- 
pin of its foreign policy. Count Sforza’s contribution to 
the Paris Conference of the Sixteen, preparing data for 
the Marshall Planners, has been invaluable. Italian ini- 
tiative has laid the groundwork for a promising customs 
union between France and Italy, with Austria in the 
offing. On the all-important religious and moral “front” 
at home, Italian Catholic Action, in President Luigi 
Gedda’s words, “comes out of the cellar in which it has 
been kept for many years,” and rallies, several millions 
strong, to the five-point program for its “hour of action” 
outlined on September 7 by Italy’s Primate, Pope Pius 
XII: religious formation, Sunday observance, restoration 
of Christian family life, social justice for and from left 
and right, honesty in public life and market-place. Chris- 
tian Italy will take her restored sovereignty, like her 
sadness, in stride. 


Reform in China 


Lieut. General Wedemeyer’s sharp words (AMERICA, | 


Sept. 6, p. 624) can hardly have been palatable to China's 
government party, the Kuomintang. Advocating a “liber 
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alizing” of the Government, he pointed out that while it 
had many honest and able officials, it had also many who 
were inefficient and corrupt. “Promises,” he said, “will 
no longer suffice. Performance is absolutely necessary.” 
On September 11 and 12 the Kuomintang, meeting in con- 
yention at Nanking, moved towards performance. The 
policy-making committee voted to purge members guilty 
of corruption and to require the proper efficiency of gov- 
ernment officials under pain of loss of office. It was 
decided also to extend democracy within the party, with 
insistence, however, that the minority acquiesce in ma- 
jority rulings; and to expand the social base of the party 
by bringing in “superior elements” among peasants, 
laborers, youths and intellectuals. Though such good 
resolutions have been made before without much result, 
says Henry R. Lieberman, New York Times correspond- 
ent, “greater determination to carry out reforms has been 
evident since Lieut. Gen. Albert C. Wedemeyer’s re- 
minder to the Government that acts, not words, would be 
regarded as a test of progress here.” Between perils from 
enemies and perils from false brethren, China has not 
known peace for twenty years; and the end of fighting is 
not yet in sight. We can only hope that a realization of 
their country’s position and importance in the present 
world crisis may have some influence on those who are 
obstructing its progress towards a truly free society. 


Five dying States need an MVA 

Among other aspects of a U. S. population problen— 
and we have the problem, though it is not getting the 
attention it deserves—some local vagaries are particularly 
dangerous. Did you know that we have, in our forty-eight 
States, five that are dying? Benton J. Stong of Denver, 
chairman of the Regional Committee for a Missouri 
Valley Authority, addressing a convention of newspaper 
men at Nashville, Tenn., revealed that in the past sixteen 
years North and South Dakota, Montana, Kansas and 
Nebraska have lost 400,000 people, mainly because of 
land deterioration. “One half of all the young people in 
the upper basin States of the Missouri valley region leave 
the area, as do ninety per cent of those college trained,” 
said Mr. Stong. In view of the fact that the South, under 
the beneficent influence of the Tennessee Valley Authority 
(TVA), for the first time in sixty years is developing 
sufficiently to keep its young men at home (cf. AMERICA, 
“TVA slows the exodus.” Aug. 23, p. 562), is registering 
economic gains and offering brand-new opportunities, it 
becomes increasingly difficult to understand the continued 
opposition to MVA. Government planning and operation 
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that works so well in the Tennessee Valley could work 
as well in the Missouri Valley. If the MVA doesn’t soon 
come into existence to save the five States; we'd better 
hurry to admit Hawaii and Alaska to statehood—two 
live States may offset somewhat five States condemned 
to slow death by foolish short-sightedness. 


British working parties at work 
Writing of the British crisis in America for July 5, 
1947, Father Paul Crane, S.J., of Oxford, remarked: 


A far more healthy and Christian line of develop- 
ment than that contained in the Government’s 
nationalization program is found in that implied in 
the constitution of the Working Parties set up by the 
President of the Board of Trade to inquire into the 
condition and prospects of those industries—like 
cotton, wool, boots and shoes—which are not due 
for nationalization but are in need of overhaul. 
Through such Parties, workers’ representatives have 


equal access with the employers to every aspect of the in- 
dustry under review. On the recommendation of the re- 
spective Working Parties, two industries, both vital to the 
economic recovery of Great Britain, have been the subject 
of special investigation in recent months. Their operation 
is described in Labour, official organ of the British Trades 
Union Congress, for August, 1947. The Evershed Com- 
mittee for the textiles, appointed by the Minister of 
Supply, was charged with the responsibility of examin- 
ing the manufacture and supply of cotton-textile machin- 
ery, of which, in the spinning-machinery section, a virtual 
monopoly exists. The other committee, for ceramics, with 
Sir Arthur fforde as chairman, was set up by the Min- 
ister of Works to review the financial structure of the 
cement industry, with particular reference to the prices 
charged for its products. The reports prepared by the 
committees show that whether the profits are excessive or 
not, the existence of monopoly in these industries has 
largely removed the incentive to efficiency which is 
provided by price competition. The Evershed Report says 
directly, and the fforde report hints that efficiency has 
in fact not always been what it should have been. Through 
such practical devices, British unionists and employers 
alike are succeeding in putting monopoly in proper focus. 


Refugees from Russia and right of asylum 
Soviet Lieut. General Chaparitze, formerly Chief of 
the General Staff of Russia’s occupation forces in Ger- 
many under Marshal Sokolovsky, has discarded all 
honors bestowed upon him by Stalin. Instead, he chooses 
to lead a life of political exile in Paris. This news was 
followed by the no less sensational press report concern- 
ing the dramatic exodus of Ukrainian opponents of the 
USSR. Despite the heavily fortified borders on Stalin’s 
western periphery, these marched into the U. S. zone 
of Bavaria to escape from their communist-ridden home- 
land. All, claiming to be members of a powerful anti- 
Russian Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA), surrendered 
peacefully their military equipment and asked the right 
of political asylum from the U. S. authorities. The 
prisoners are said to have sworn to commit suicide rather 
than re-enter the Soviet Union, which they consider their 
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mortal enemy. Judging from reports and rumors now 
circulating for months, General Chaparitze and the 
Ukrainian underground resisters are but a case in point. 
Thousands of other refugees, including deserters from 
the Soviet occupation army in Germany, have been flee- 
ing into the American and British zones from the East. 
In most cases, they have been arrested and summarily 
handed back to the Soviets, without regard for their 
future fate. It is a high time to reconsider thoroughly our 
policy regarding political refugees from the USSR. 
Under the Yalta Agreement we pledged ourselves to send 
these unfortunates back even against their will. In prac- 
tice. the vast majority were returned to the USSR in 
fulfillment of our obligation. But the influx into western 
Germany of post-hostilities refugees creates a new 
problem for us. We Americans are incensed over re- 
ports of mistreatment of American and British personnel 
captured by Stalin’s puppet, Tito. If we wish to be con- 
sistent, the least we can do is to recognize that persons 
fleeing from Soviet tyranny are not bandits or undesirable 
outcasts. They are ordinary human beings who prefer 
liberty to slow, agonizing death in what is today Stalin’s 
communist empire. 


Guarding the city of freedom 

On September 7 Bishop Walter A. Foery blessed and 
laid the cornerstone of the twenty-sixth Jesuit college in 
the United States, LeMoyne College at Syracuse, N. Y. 
What Bishop Foery said on that occasion is worth record 
and remembrance. His text was from the 126th Psalm: 
“Unless the Lord build the house, they labor in vain who 
build it; unless the Lord guard the city, they watch in 
vain who guard it.” He put a good deal of emphasis on 
the city. that is, our American ideals and institutions. 
The influence of a school like LeMoyne, he said, will be 
discovered especially “in the loyal, faithful defenders of 
the American democratic way of life which the school 
will protect, preserve and develop.” And this is today an 
extremely necessary influence. The new college. he con- 
tinued. will be a stronghold both of the faith and of 
freedom. “You have heard much talk of liberty and free- 
dom recently, but too many have forgotten their real 
meaning. the right to do what we ought to do, not nec- 
essarily the things that we want, desire or wish. True 
academic freedom will be found in the halls of LeMoyne, 
and there will be none of those violations in the name 
of liberty which desecrate God and destroy the liberty 
we love.” The remark of the editorial writer for the 
Syracuse Post-Standard was altogether apposite: the 
Bishop’s words “dig deep into the roots of education 
and its true meaning.” 


Of many spirits, one 

Religious formation, as Pope Pius XII reiterated 
before his Italian audience of 200,000 at Saint Peter’s 
on September 7. continues to be the urgent and necessary 
prerequisite to action for the Catholic lay apostolate. 
Not only for Italian Catholic Action, but for the vast 
hungry world of souls. it is the perennial need of the 


hour: 
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Deep and solid knowledge of the Catholic faith. Of 
its truths. Of its mysteries. Of its divine energies, 
A newly-coined expression speaks of “anemia of the 
religious life.” It resounds like a cry of alarm. This 
anemia, which has stricken all classes alike, the 
learned as well as those who work with their hands, 
is due primarily to an ignorance of spiritual matters 
which at times is all but complete. This ignorance 
must be grappled with. It must be uprooted. It must 
be vanquished. This is primarily the task of the 
clergy. That is why we implore our Venerable 
Brethren in the Episcopate to leave nothing undone 
which may enable our priests to satisfy so serious an 
obligation. 
By happy coincidence, Father H. A. Reinhold contrib. 
uted a sprightly and provocative footnote to the Holy 
Father’s words during the same week they were uttered, 
in the Commonweal for September 12. “Liturgical Parish 
Missions” is a fraternal reminder, addressed especially 
to our zealous religious orders, of the vital role the 
Catholic layman and his pastor expect them to play in 
alleviating the critical “spiritual impoverishment” to 
which the Pope alludes. Father Reinhold scores two palp. 
able hits when he insists that Catholic spirituality is 
doomed to atrophy unless it remains one, centered 
squarely on the life of Christ, as the Church lives it 
liturgically across the year and down the centuries, and 
at the same time infinitely rich and varied in the special 
“spirit” and individuality which characterize members 
of the great family of religious orders and congregations, 
each with a “specialty” as doers and teachers of the 


single Word. 


Naval research in universities 

With “deep regret” President Truman vetoed, on 
August 6, the National Science Foundation bill (S. 526) 
because he found it administratively unsound. In his 
veto message he expressed the hope that Congress would 
reconsider the bill and enact a law “free from the vital 
defects” of S.526. Meanwhile, he added, the veto will 
not interfere with the extensive program of scientific 
research being carried forward by various governmental 
agencies and departments. He might have instanced the 
ambitious program of the Office of Naval Research, 
which has allocated $60 million in the past two and a 
half years, and is allocating another $17 million this 
year, for projects undertaken with Navy approval in a 
hundred or more colleges and universities. Naturally, the 
larger institutions get most of the projects and money. 
But there is room for push as well as “pull.” Any insti- 
tution may go to the Office of Naval Research with a 
suggested project. If the project seems sound (and if 
funds are still available), the Navy and the institution 
sign a partnership contract, which leaves the college or 
university free to develop the project in its own way, 
and the researcher free to work out his own methods and 
find his own answers. It is estimated that in 1947-48 
some 2,500 graduate students will be working for ad- 
vanced degrees in fifteen fields of science under subsidies 
supplied by the Office of Naval Research. Thus are future 
scientists trained, and research vital to our national inter- 


ests carried on. 
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Washington Front 








Being not at all of Washington but a reporter’s observa- 
tions from the Southwest in regard to whiskey and 
plain water. 7 

Of whiskey: One of the ablest public officials in “dry 
Kansas remarked in conversation that “all the people | 
know drink”—and he meant hard liquor. As a public 
oficial he apparently had certain scruples about keeping 
whiskey in his home, but said that when he felt he needed 
a drink or two he went to a friend’s house. Yet if he had 
said this publicly in this vote-dry, drink-wet province 
it would have created an uproar. He granted freely that 
such a system makes for hypocrisy. 

In Oklahoma, two items in the newspaper concerned 
liquor—and this is another of the constitutionally dry 
States. One discussed arrests in a recent month and re- 
ported there were more for drunkenness and related 
causes than for any other single reason. The second item 
concerned police seizure of a truckload of liquor worth 
thousands of dollars. One result of the liquor ban in these 
States is that the drinking citizenry pay premium prices 
for alcoholic stimulation. 

The situation in the “dry” States fools nobody, and 
long has been a subject of jest. One statesman described 
it as satisfactory to everyone—‘“the drys have their law 


and the wets have their liquor.” Everyone knows Will 
Rogers’ crack about one of the dry States voting dry as 
long as the folks could stagger to the polls. 

Well, there will be a referendum on the subject next 
year in Kansas, and a new opportunity to bring the vote 
up to date. The proposal is to empower the State legisla- 
ture to decide whether liquor should be legal, whether 
there should be a State-store system, etc. Some observers 
say that if the election were held now, the drys would 
win. That might continue the illusion but it would hardly 
change the fact of the drinking. And granting everything 
said recently about the growth of excessive and dan- 
gerous drinking in the U. S., the attempts at prohibition 
out here only raise the question: Who’s kidding whom? 

Of water: For two years now the snows in the Rockies 
which feed the streams that become the Rio Grande 
have been so light as to endanger the irrigation-water 
supply in the lower Rio Grande valley. People in the 
U. S.- Mexican border area about El Paso believe there 
will be enough water for 1948 crops, but say that unless 
there are heavy snows this winter the situation may be 
desperate at this time next year. Reserves in the Elephant 
Butte dam and reservoir system in New Mexico must be 
hoarded, and further 1947 irrigation has already been 
prohibited. 

To millions in the East, snow or rain means only in- 
convenience; here in the Southwest the water supply 
bears directly on how men live or whether they can live 
at all. CuHarLes Lucey 





Underscorings 








The 151 member colleges of the National Federation of 
Catholic College Students (NFCCS) will conduct a 
nationwide Catholic student relief campaign during the 
whole of the 1947-48 school year. Its first phase, Sep- 
tember to Christmas, will be a cash collection; from 
February to May, clothing, books and school, library 
and laboratory supplies will be collected. War Relief 
Services, NCWC, will act as purchasing and shipping 
agent, while student organizations abroad will take 
charge of distribution. Chief beneficiaries will be needy 
students in war-devastated areas. The campaign has the 
full support of Archbishop Cushing of Boston, episcopal 
moderator of NFCCS, and of Archbishop McNicholas 
of Cincinnati, chairman of the Administrative Board of 
the NCWC. This announcement is a vigorous call to 
every Catholic student in the country to contribute to 
and work for the NFCCS campaign. 

> English Catholics have just opened their second train- 
ing college for men teachers, at Hopwood Hall, Middle- 
ton, Lancashire. The Brothers of the Christian Schools 
will be in charge. The other training college for men 
teachers, opened in 1850, is located at Strawberry 
Hill, Middlesex, and is conducted by the Vincentians. 


There are eight Catholic training colleges for women. 
> The Grand Cross of the Order of St. Olaf has been 
conferred on Sigrid Undset, noted Catholic novelist and 
Nobel Prize winner. King Haakon VII of Norway, in 
making the award, said it was “for outstanding achieve- 
ment in the literary world and for services rendered to 
the fatherland.” 

P A new Catholic publishing firm, Desmond and Staple- 
ton, 7 Seneca St., Buffalo 3, N. Y.. was launched at the 
end of July by two graduates of Canisius College, Buf- 
falo, and ex-GI’s. Since the war Mr. Desmond has served 
as editor for the Newman Bookshop, Westminster, Md. 
Their first book, scheduled for September publication, 
will be A Catholic Reader, by Charles A. Brady, head of 
the English department at Canisius and editorial con- 
sultant to the new firm. Other books listed for early 
publication are Philosophy Without Tears, by Arthur 
Little, S.J., and The Sacrifice We Offer, by Hubert Mc- 
Evoy, S.J. Two children’s novels and a life of the famous 
Father Dominic Barberi, C.P., by Denis Gwynn, are on 
the winter schedule of publication. 

> October Catholic meetings: 1-5, the 4th national con- 
vention of the Holy Name Society, at Boston; 9-13, the 
33rd annual meeting of the National Conference of 
Catholic Charities and of the Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul, at New Orleans; 17-18, the 12th annual convention 
of the Midwest Unit of the Catholic Library Association, 
at Kansas City, Mo. AF. 
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New road to peace 

“Nothing in the present Charter shall impair the inherent 
right of individual or collective self-defense if an armed 
attack occurs against a member of the United Nations, 
until the Security Council has taken the measures neces- 
sary to maintain international peace and security.” So 
begins Article 51 of the UN Charter. It is entirely pos- 
sible that in these words we may find a way out of the 
stalemate into which continued abuse of the veto power 
has led the international organization. 

The General Assembly began its second regular session 
at Flushing Meadow on September 16 in an atmosphere 
of crisis. On the previous evening, through Mr. Gro- 
myko’s “double veto,” the Security Council officially 
washed its hands of the aggression against Greece. It 
thereby left the way open for the General Assembly to 
discuss the matter, but at the same time extinguished the 
UN subcommission appointed to watch the relations of 
Greece with the neighboring satellites of Russia. 

There is no present hope, then, in the Security Council; 
what hope is there in the General Assembly? Secretary 
of State Marshall, discussing this question at a dinner 
given by the American Association for the United Na- 
tions on September 14, did not minimize the difficulties 
of the course ahead, but refused to despair. “We are 
particularly concerned,” he said, 

with the aid and assistance which are being pro- 

vided by Yugoslavia, Bulgaria and Albania to the 

guerrillas in Greece—a direct threat to the territorial 
integrity and political independence of that coun- 
try. ... The solution must be in the cessation of the 
threat—and we earnestly hope that the General 

Assembly will be able to devise means for accom- 

plishing that end. 

Earlier in his speech he had given a clue to what may 
be his eventual approach: 

We make a grave error to suppose that every inter- 

national problem should be handled by the United 

Nations. I’ll repeat that. We make a grave error to 

suppose that every international problem should be 

handled by the United Nations. Actually this would 

be neither desirable nor practicable. 
Elaborating this point, Mr. Marshall cited Article 33 of 
the Charter, which enjoins the parties to a dispute to 
resort to negotiation, inquiry, mediation, conciliation, 
regional agencies or arrangements or other peaceful 
means of their own choice. It is not expected, therefore, 
that, the moment a dispute occurs, the parties come 
running to the UN. Indeed, said the Secretary, such re- 
course “may constitute an abuse of the Charter if the 
purpose be merely to better a bargaining position, to 
obtain a larger forum for propaganda or to create greater 
rather than less international friction.” 

In his speech to the General Assembly on September 
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17, the Secretary of State proposed that the Assembly 
make a finding of the responsibility of Yugoslavia, 
Bulgaria and Albania for aggression in Greece and cal] 
on them to desist; and that it appoint a commission of 
its own to deal with the matter. This commission would 
certainly be admitted by Greece, and almost certainly 
excluded from the satellite states. It could, however, 
keep the Assembly informed of the progress of affairs, 

If the situation continues to deteriorate, the next 
move, according to all indications, will be a proposal 
by the United States for the formation of a mutual. 
defense arrangement modeled on the Rio Agreement, 
in which the signatories would bind themselves to act 
against aggression on a two-thirds vote, without the 
right of veto. Article 51 expressly recognizes “the in. 
herent right of individual or collective self-defense” in 
case of armed attack against a Member of the UN, pend. 
ing action by the Security Council. There is nothing con. 
trary to the Charter in the proposal that member states, 
seeing the obstacles that can be, and have been, thrown 
in the way of Security Council action, should organize 
for the necessity of collective self-defense. The situation 
would then be that, while the Security Council might 
not be able to command member states to take action, 
these states could act of their own accord, under the 
terms of the agreement. Discussing such an arrangement 
in the New York Times Magazine on September 14, 
Hamilton Fish Armstrong, formerly adviser to the U. S. 
delegation to the UNO Conference at San Francisco, has 
this to say: 

In making preparations to do this, they would not 

be planning anything which they said they would 

not do; they would be planning only what they said 
they might have to do, and arranging to do it in 
spite of difficulties and dangers which they had 
hoped would not arise. 
Or, as he phrases it in another part of his article, the 
signatories of the proposed agreement would be arrang- 
ing “in more explicit terms than those used in the Charter 
to carry out the organization’s Principles and Purposes 
by more efficient methods than those that the Charter 
itself provides.” 

That the appearance of Mr. Armstrong’s article on the 
same day as Secretary Marshall’s speech is no mere 
coincidence is shown by the fact that delegates to the 
Assembly are already talking of the “Armstrong Plan.” 
It does not insist that all the nations, or any given nation, 
should belong to it. It is a proposal for collective defense 
whose obligations the signatories will accept as freely 4s 
they might have refused them. In view of their twenty 
vetoes, there is little expectation that the Soviets will enter 
an organization which they cannot control. The great 
risk is that Russia may make it the occasion of withdraw: 
ing from the United Nations. It is a risk, we think, that 
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must be taken. To continue as we have been going for 
the past two years is an even greater risk. 

The proposed agreement is, in fact, a better guarantee 
against war than any yet put forward. To be exact, it 
proposes a means of implementing the UN’s collective 
guarantee of peace which has been hamstrung by the 
abuse of the veto power in the Security Council. For it 
proposes to confront the potential warmaker immediately 
with the preponderant weight of the world’s force. No 
nation will undertake war except on the assumption that 
the state it attacks is unable to resist and cannot get 
powerful allies. That assumption is clearly ruled out by 
the “Armstrong Plan.” That assumption was supposed 
to be ruled out by the existence of the Security Council; 
but it was not. The veto saw to that. 

The best argument against the veto has been supplied, 
twenty times over, by the USSR. American public opin- 
ion, which demanded it in 1945, is growing sick and 
tired of it now. In proposing the “Armstrong Plan,” 
Secretary Marshall would have the support of the 
American people. We should, it is true, be setting our 
feet in a very dangerous path. But there is now no safe 
road to securitv. This is the less dangerous one. 


UNESCO’s future 


The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) came into being at London in 
November, 1945, Its constitution was signed by repre- 
sentatives of forty-three nations, but to date only thirty 
of these nations have formally associated themselves with 
UNESCO. United States membership was officially ap- 
proved by Public Law 565, signed by the President on 
July 30, 1946, which likewise authorized the establish- 
ment of a National Commission of Educational, Scien- 
tific and Cultural Cooperation to advise the Government 
in matters relating to UNESCO. This National Commis- 
sion has held two meetings: at Washington, September 
23-26, 1946, and at Chicago, September 12-14, 1947. But 
the Commission has also sponsored other meetings—a 
national conference at Philadelphia during the week of 
March 23, 1947 and the Mountain-Plains Regional Con- 
ference (for Colorado, Idaho, Kansas, Nebraska, New 
Mexico, Oklahoma, Utah and Wyoming) at Denver, May 
15-17, 1947. 

The first General Conference of UNESCO convened at 
Paris last November 19 to December 10. Its second ses- 
sion is scheduled for this November in Mexico City. 

How much the effectiveness of UNESCO depends on 
the effective propagation and adaptation of its goals and 
projects, through a national commission, in thousands of 
communities in every nation, may be gauged by what our 
own National Commission has accomplished in a year. 
When UNESCO was announced to the world, the average 
American gulped at its formidable title and passed it off 
as just another forum from which the professors and 
politicians would issue more of their mild and meaning- 
less generalities. But the series of conferences held during 
the past year in several parts of the country has sown 


the belief that UNESCO can be a world force for peace 


if it becomes a people’s movement, if people consider 
that they are UNESCO and are convinced that for 
UNESCO to work anywhere it must first work among 
themselves, in their own communities and country. 

It would therefore be well for the second general con- 
ference of UNESCO, at Mexico City next November, to 
inquire of its delegates the status and stature of the Na- 
tional Commission in each member nation. It should then 
ask the delegates what counsel and suggestions they 
received from their National Commission. On the basis 
of this knowledge the conference can profitably review its 
1947 program and plan better for 1948. 

One specific counsel was offered to our own National 
Commission by the Mountain-Plains Regional Conference 
at Denver—on the relationship of religion to UNESCO. 
The Conference refused to accept the principle underly- 
ing present UNESCO philosophy, that abiding peace can 
be won by purely humanitarian and secular means. It 
stated its faith that religion issues “in such social atti- 
tudes as justice, equality and liberty; human brother- 
hood; unity, tolerance, mutual respect and assistance— 
those attitudes that constitute ‘the defenses of peace in 
the minds of men.’” Pope Pius XII put it more con- 
cretely in his Christmas allocution of 1939 (as in 1941 
and 1942) that “we turn to all those who are united 
with us at least by the bond of faith in God. . . . Such 
social intercourse and the new order we are hoping for, 
may be founded on that immovable and unshakable rock, 
the moral order, which the Creator Himself manifested 
in the natural order.” 

Our National Commission, if it represents our people, 
can do no less than insist that UNESCO accept the estab- 
lishment of the principles of the natural law as the basis 
of its efforts to reconstruct man’s political, economic and 
social life for the ends of peace. 


Inflation and moral duty 


As inflationary forces exert increased pressure on prac- 
tically all segments of the economy, Americans are com- 
ing to look upon the war years as a period of relative 
economic stability. Then, despite the huge needs of over- 
seas forces and increased domestic demand, prices were 
kept to fairly reasonable levels. Tenuous as were the 
foundations of our wartime prosperity, its benefits were 
distributed with a degree of equity not ordinarily 
achieved. Many Americans, partly as a result of food 
rationing, ate better than they ever did before. All of 
us, despite some price advances, were spared the painful 
experience of runaway inflation such as helped wreck the 
economies of war-torn nations. Today, the picture is 
changed, as we begin to reap the fruits of over-confidence 
in an unregulated market amidst world shortages. 

While exaggeration of the present inflationary trend 
serves no good purpose, but rather aggravates the situa- 
tion, it is no exaggeration to say that consumers gener- 
ally are worse off than they were under rationing and 
the other wartime restrictions. Instead of encouraging 
production, present price levels exert a retarding effect 
in many fields of endeavor. Renewed wage demands fol- 
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low increased prices. Costs of materials are uncertain 
from day to day. What is worse, a number of business 
leaders show themselves over-cautious about expansion— 
the only ultimate solution. Their reason is hardly encour- 
aging, for they interpret the handwriting on the wall as 
indicative of approaching depression. 

But waiting for depression to bring prices down is a 
cowardly solution. Realism demands governmental action 
in rolling back prices and keeping them there. And since 
price control, apart from rationing, invites a black mar- 
ket in certain commodities, there is a need for renewal of 
rationing as well. Surely we could be no worse off than 
in the present situation where inflation freely progresses 
in the direction of collapse. 

The moral aspects of the problem are disconcerting. 
Though engaged in a life-and-death struggle with the 
forces of a materialistic totalitarianism, we demonstrate 
inability to control the self-interested quest of gain which 
disrupts our economy. For, fundamentally, inflation of a 
serious kind is but a symptom of man’s moral weakness 
when confronted with an opportunity to extract personal 
profit out of shortages affecting the general welfare. 
Many, of course, are unwilling cooperators in the infla- 
tionary spiral, but the solution of the problem would be 
relatively simple were it not for the persistence of those 
who cloak avarice beneath their pious economic ration- 
alization. 

Specifically, one line of thought so stresses profits as 
the motivating force in economic life that all sense of 
duty, of professional pride, of concern for the general 
welfare is pushed aside in favor of utterly materialistic 
urges. Russia, of course, after the period of militant com- 
munism, found that economic incentive was indispens- 
able. Stalinism, with its income differentials and rewards 
and penalties, was the result. It is no compliment to our 
system of free enterprise that we show practically as little 
moral restraint as the communists we condemn. Although 
only a relatively small minority are directly responsible, 
we are allowing materialistic-motivated forces to unbal- 
ance our economy, to the detriment of the general wel- 
fare. 

Social justice, expressing as it does the duties of the 
individual to society and of society as such, places upon 
us an obligation to do what we can to restrain inflation- 
ary forces. Producers and workers generally only do 
their share when they make all reasonable efforts to in- 
crease production and bring down costs. Consumers, 
even without the compulsion of rationing, have a duty to 
avoid extravagant purchases, particularly in the matter 
of food, which would aggravate shortages and encour- 
age further price increases. 

Charity for those abroad who need to share in our food 
production should urge us to restrain ourselves in the 
use of basic commodities in short supply. And finally 
government, as the one possessed of authority to curb 
abuses and punish the avaricious, only does its duty if it 
imposes restrictions conducive to lower prices. We face 
a challenge all around, a moral challenge to our will to 
curb the age-old vice of greed. Our hope lies in doing 
our duty. 
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A code for radio 


Those sensitive souls among us who cringe when an 
otherwise fine radio program is interrupted by foyr 
female voices singing in too-close harmony the merits of 
“Super-Soap” or “Colosso-Cookies” will grasp eagerly 
at the hint of surcease contained in the proposed code of 
broadcasting standards put forth at the Atlantic City cop. 
vention of the National Association of Broadcasters, 

With a fine sense of responsibility, the representatives 
of the four major networks and of most of the indepen. 
dent stations have taken themselves to task and evinced 
a desire to eliminate the abuses which have, like tares, 
grown up with the good wheat of twenty-five years of 
broadcasting. The slightly off-color comedy program ig 
frowned on—and we would recommend to the code-mak. 
ers here the disinfection of many a suggestive musical. 
comedy song; crime stories are not to be glamorized or 
depicted brutally; commercials will be curtailed more 
severely, and so on. 

There is one provision in the proposed code which 
merits special attention by the networks. The section on 
“Professional Advice” reads: 

Broadcasting of legal, medical or other professional 

advice, diagnosis or treatment should be permitted 

only in conformity with the law, and _ recognized 

ethical and professional standards. 
This section’s wording ought to be broadened to in. 
clude the various marriage forums, courts, panels which 
dispense over the air-waves very dubious marital advice 
to morbidly listening thousands. Not a few of these pro- 
grams are conducted by leaders whose own marital life 
is by no means a shining example for others and, in 
addition to the unethical basis for many of the “solu. 
tions” given, the baring of the most intimate details of 
private life to the ears of every Tom, Dick and Harry isa 
disgusting show of bad taste. 

If the networks deem it advisable to take cognisance 
of the dangers lurking in their crime programs, dangers 
which may have added not a little to our juvenile de 
linquency, they ought to show an equal alertness against 
the propagation of half-baked advice on one of life's 


most delicate and far-reaching problems. Not all thes | 
forums, of course, jump to the recommendation of 


divorce as their first solution, but all of them hold 
out the possibility of divorce as an answer and thus 
keep alive in practice the very ill they pretend to cure. | 

In its desire to raise the standards of broadcasting, the 
Association may slip into the short-sighted policy of se: | 
ing the trees but not the wood; it may make commercials, 
sung or otherwise, more palatable, but at the same time | 
overlook more insidious evils. We know that a mer 
code on paper will not correct the abuses that need cor 
recting; we hope that all broadcasters will echo and live 
up to the ideals expressed by one network president, who 
said: “the code is going to have to hurt if it is a good | 
code.” 

Yes, it may hurt the radio companies for a while, but 
if it helps brighten the moral atmosphere of the country, 
it will help even radio in the long run. . 
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From a European 
diary 


Father Masse, along with Fathers John Courtney Muriay 
and Robert A. Graham, has been taking part in the inter- 
national conference of Jesuits active in the social apostolate, 

held at Versailles in August. The paper 





Benjamin L. Masse 


read by Father Masse discussed the 
Church and Labor in the United States. 





Now that I was actually ashore, I had to start some- 
time and so, swallowing the repugnance a man feels to 
making a fool of himself, I said to four unengaged 
porters: “Voulez-vous fumer?”, extending to them my 
open pack of precious American cigarettes. Such was 
the alacrity with which they accepted that I was en- 
couraged to try again, there being little prospect anyhow 
that the understaffed customs service at Cherbourg 
would get around to my luggage for another half-hour. 

“Are you members of a union?” I asked. 

They were, all four of them. Three explained that they 
belonged to the Christian Syndicates; the fourth said he 
was neither a Socialist, nor a Communist nor a Catholic, 
but a “free thinker.” He belonged to the Confédération 
Générale du Travail (CGT) which, at the moment, is 
controlled by the Communist Party. That is the reason, 
incidentally, why some foreign writers have said that 
Stalin could stage a revolution in France simply by 
making a telephone call. The call would be to M. Thorez, 
the deserter brought back from Moscow by De Gaulle, 
and would be the signal for a general strike. Then the 
well-disciplined Party would take over. But I found many 
Frenchmen skeptical on this point. “If Stalin could man- 
age that,” they said, “why hasn’t he acted already?” 

But to return to the point: we talked, the four union- 
ists and I, with many a gesture on my part to supplement 
an inadequate vocabulary. And the free thinker said 
he would support anybody who fought for justice for the 
workers. I said he must be a funny sort of free thinker, 
since, if he was logical, he had to be a supporter of the 
Papacy. He gave me a quizzical look, as if he suspected 
I was engaged in the French equivalent of pulling his 
leg. But I assured him I was serious, and asked whether 
he had ever heard of the encyclicals of Leo and Pius 
which defended the rights of workers and pleaded for 
justice in their regard. “Mais non, Monsieur,” he said, 
as if to say, “Who could possibly imagine such a thing?” 
And so I appealed for confirmation to the three members 
of the Christian Syndicates, who had been following 
the talk very carefully. But I am sorry to say that they 
were no help. I understood (perhaps mistakenly) they 
had never heard of the encyclicals either. Out came my 
cigarettes again and, thus covering my confusion, | 
turned away to explain to one of the officials that I had 
exactly—exactly, vous comprenez, Monsieur—four car- 
tons of cigarettes, a little tobacco and absolutely no 
cigars. He was, fortunately, much less skeptical than my 
free-thinking porter friend. 

And so it was that I entered France. 

Several weeks later I was to recall that incident on 
the docks of Cherbourg. I had given an informal talk 
to a small group in Paris on American trade unionism 
and the Church’s apostolate among workers. I had care- 


fully explained that what Pope Pius XI called the scandal 
of the nineteenth century, namely, the loss of the work- 
ing class to the Church, had never occurred in the United 
States; that our workers are not anti-clerical, or com- 
munist, or socialist, but just Catholics who happen to 
be workers and trade unionists. “Then your problem,” 
said one of the audience, “is quite different from ours. 
Our French workers have a mystique, and part of that 
mystique is a feeling that the Church is bourgeois and 
that only Socialists and Communists understand them 
and have their welfare at heart. Until we can convince 
them otherwise, the situation will remain deplorable. 
What would you do in such circumstances?” 

I was about to say, “Make the encyclicals known in 
every industrial city of France,” but then I remembered 
that the splendid French clergy had done more work on 
the encyclicals than the clergy of any other country, 
and so I said lamely: “I don’t know. Perhaps your 
Jeunesse Ouvriére Chrétienne (JOC) is the answer, or 
your Catholic trade unions. Or maybe the priests who 
have temporarily laid aside clerical dress and gone to 
work in the factories are on the right track.” But on 
this latter point I found some doubt among my French 
friends. Anyhow I thanked God in my heart that our 
American workers had remained loyal to the Church, 
but in no boastful spirit. For is it not true that our 
workers have kept the Faith in spite of their ignorance 
of the encyclicals and not because the message has been 
zealously preached to them? 

* * * * * * * * 

We stood in the cemetery above the new, unfinished 
basilica at Lisieux, Mme. D. and I. With grim evidence 
of fighting all about us, she described how the gallantry 
of a priest had saved the Little Flower’s church from 
destruction. The Germans were firing from fortified 
positions above the basilica, and it could only seem 
to the Canadians across the valley, entrenched on the 
heights opposite, that the enemy was using the church 
as a fortress. Down the hill crawled the priest, across 
the valley and up to the Canadian lines. He arrived just 
in the nick of time. In another moment, a Canadian 
officer told him, the basilica would have been shelled. 
It had indeed seemed to the Canadians that the Germans 
were using the basilica, and the order had been given 
to open fire. With the priest’s coming, the order was 
countermanded. 

Madame told, too, of the tragic mistake which led to 
the slaughter of six thousand sleeping people the night 
Lisieux was bombed. (The Carmel and the house where 
Saint Thérése lived as a child were untouched.) The 
British had dropped leaflets during the day warning 
the citizens to flee to the fields—but the leaflets fell 
twenty kilometers away! 
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“Is it not true, Madame,” I asked, wishing to change 
a conversation which could only sadden her, “that Gen- 
eral de Gaulle is finished in French politics?” 

Her eyes flashed. “Mais non,” she said, “not at all. 
I was in the Resistance. I welcomed him when he re- 
turned side by side with your brave Americans to liberate 
us. He is a great Frenchman, you must realize. He saved 
France once; he will save her again—in spite of the 
politicians.” 

I thought of that as the days went by, and de Gaulle’s 
new Rally of the French People gained strength visibly. 
Certainly France needs discipline, an end to petty party 
politics, a strong government that the people will respect 
and obey. Can de Gaulle’s new party, which he insists 
is not a party, give France that sort of government? 

Often I asked the question, of all kinds of people, 
and received conflicting replies. The one I remember 
best, not because it occurred most often but because it 
disturbed me most, was this: de Gaulle has performed 
his destined mission. His place is secure in history. Now 
he should step aside. If he continues to gain strength, 
two things will happen: he will weaken the Mouvement 
Républicain Populaire (MRP); and he will force the 
Socialists, even the right-wing Socialists, into the arms 
of the Communist Party. That would mean a France 
hopelessly divided, dictatorship, probably civil war. But 
nobody really knows. Watch closely the elections for the 
National Council next month: they will decide the im- 
mediate future of de Gaulle—and of France. 

As the Etoile du Nord sped northward from Brussels, 
I began to prepare my rebellious American spirit for 
the ordeal of crossing the Dutch-Belgian frontier. Other- 
wise I was in an expansive mood, having enjoyed only 
that morning in Brussels (where in fifteen minutes I 
had seen more shiny postwar American cars than I had 
seen in Paris in five days) the best cup of coffee since 
setting foot on European soil. 

“Belgium is making a splendid recovery,” I suggested 
to one of my traveling companion-, a young Belgian 
doctor on his way to complete a research project at 
Amsterdam. “I don’t know what the people lack which 
I haven’t seen abundantly displayed in your shop win- 
dows.” 

“Yes, we are ahead of Holland, as you will soon see 
in Amsterdam, and, of course, we, head of France. As 
soon as Belgium was liberated, ovr government took 
stiff measures to avoid currency inflation, and got away 
with them. We were lucky, too, in getting Antwerp back 
from the Germans undamaged, and in saving most of our 
industrial plant. Our factories began producing for the 
Allies as soon as the Germans were driven out. That, 
plus the revenues of the port of Antwerp, wiped out our 
Lend-Lease debt and made us a creditor of yours. Now 
our dollar credits and our low price level give us a 
favorable position in the world market. 

“But morally, as you must have noticed, we are not 
doing so well. The war upset our girls, and they are not 
yet back to normal. It weakened parental authority. We 
must restore, somehow, the discipline of the home, and 
we have still a long way to go.” 
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I recalled the doctor’s remarks the next day in Amster. 
dam, where I| heard a similar sentiment expressed. 

One evening in the Hague I sat down to dinner, frugal 
by our standards, with a lovely Catholic family. Cop. 
scious of the food shortage, I had not wanted to Stay 
and had pressed the oldest son, who had acted as my 
chauffeur all afternoon, to go with me to a restaurant, 
But the father would not hear of it. Before the dinner 
plates were removed, the baby of the family—an ador. 
able little four-year-old redhead—took hers in her pudgy 
hands and licked it very thoroughly. The husband smiled 
across the candles at his embarrassed wife and then 
explained to me: “That is a relic of the war. I am a 
well-to-do man, but there were times during the past few 
years when we all unashamedly licked our plates. For 
the first times in our lives we experienced something 
which you Americans can scarcely imagine: we experi- 
enced what it means really to be hungry.” 

Over an after-dinner cigarette we discussed the inter. 
national outlook. “I was in New York a year ago,” said 
my host. “If I were ten years 
younger, I would go there 
for good and start life all 
over again. I have seven chil- 
dren, as you see, and it is a 
hopeless burden to raise 
them here. We have no fu. 
ture. There will be war be. 
tween your country and 
Russia. I am certain of it. 
It may come any time, prob- 
ably within a year; and 
when it comes, Holland and 
the whole of Western Europe will be the battleground.” 

In the weeks that followed, I was to hear similar 
sentiments many times, in France, in Belgium, in Italy— 
a fear of war, a longing to go to America. It made me 
see very clearly that the supreme political task of our 
time is to banish fear of war. Until that is done, I doubt 
whether the Marshall Plan or anything else can bring 
about the economic recovery of Western Europe. Why 
use your initiative, struggle for success, sweat over 
income and outgo, when the whole business may be 
wiped out tomorrow? Stalin knows very well what he 
is doing. Not some inexorable law, known only to Karl 
Marx, is forcing the sun of private enterprise to set and 
bringing the dawn of collectivism. Rather it is the fear 





of war. 

When Britain and France went to war over Poland 
in the fall of 1939, Mr. Molotov, the Soviet Foreign 
Minister, explained cynically that only fools go to war 
over an ideology. But if Molotov is right, how does he 
explain postwar France? The unity that was forged 
in the resistance movement, when Left and Right, Re 
publican and Monarchist, Catholic and anti-clerical, joined 
hands against the Nazis, has been badly shattered. Today 
there is not one France; there are three or four France's 
split on ideological lines. And I saw the best oue, the 
real France, the France of St. Louis and Jeanne d’Are, 
one warm August day at Lourdes. Everyone says, and 
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rightly, that the real miracle of Lourdes is not the occa- 
sional cure, but the miracle of faith, the miracle which 
sends the hopelessly sick and crippled away still sick 
and crippled but with a smile in their eyes and joy in 
their hearts. I saw that miracle at Lourdes, and I shall 
never, never forget it. 

But I shall not forget either the other miracles at 
Lourdes: the miracle of common mortality suddenly 
endowed with the patience of Job; the miracle of selfish 
men and women practising the most exquisite charity; 
the miracle of self-control which keeps thousands of men 
from lighting a cigarette anywhere within the spacious 
grounds. I was there during the French National Pil- 
grimage, with sixty thousand people. Can you imagine 
a crowd of sixty thousand people without the police to 
keep order? Well, I did not see a single policeman in 
the shrine at Lourdes, and there was not the slightest 
need of one. During the procession of the Blessed Sacra- 
ment in the afternoon and again at night when 40,000 
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walked in honor of Mary, the Mother of God, I thought 
here is the France, surely, which, in the Providence of 
God, will yet save France. Here are the faith and loyalty 
and sacrifice, the purity and strength, the devotion 
which can rise above self-interest and push steadily on 
toward an ideal, without which France is lost, and all 
Europe with it. For France, I think, is the key to a Euro- 
pean revival, even more than Germany. Europe needs 
German industry, but if Stalin wins France, he wins 
Europe, too. A Soviet France outflanks a reborn Italy 
and Germany; it dooms Spain; it menaces that gallant - 
Island which stood alone against Hitler in 1940 and by 
some miracle escaped. And so kneeling at Lourdes I, too, 
found a hope that had been dead since Potsdam. I don’t 
believe now that France will ever go communist. The 
French version of the Red Army will never march in 
triumph down the broad, tree-lined stretches of the 
Champs Elysées. 
(To be continued) 


Austin P. Sullivan has been associated with both the Re- 
construction Finance Corporation and the Export-Import 
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(Continued from last week) 

It is expected that the plan presented by the sixteen par- 
ticipant states will be a completely integrated program 
calling for a hundred-per-cent reconstruction of their 
economies. There should result something like an eco- 
nomic federation or union of the sixteen Powers. It is 
expected that the European countries will thoroughly ex- 
plore the possibilities of helping themselves first, and 
one another next, before it is necessary to call upou the 
United States for aid. 

According to the principle of self-help it is hoped that 
the need for rehabilitation of Germany’s coal and steel 
production in the Ruhr will be recognized. On this point 
William H. Chamberlin, writing in the Wall Street Jour- 
nal of August 15, 1947, says that the French will have 
to forget their fears if the United States assures them 
that there will be adequate supervision of German pro- 
duction. He also says that the United Kingdom must for- 
get its plans for nationalization of the German coal in- 
dustry. If the French and British do not recede from their 
present policies, Mr. Chamberlin believes that the United 
States should forget Europe, because there will be an 
indefinite subsidizing of a Europe incapable of recovery. 

Another instance of self-help will be looked for in 
Europe’s attempts to eliminate trade barriers such as 
import duties, discriminatory taxes, import quotas and 
other restrictions, According to news reports, the French 
are pushing hard for a customs union such as the one 
now existing between Belgium, the Netherlands and Lux- 
embourg, but the British are somewhat opposed to it 


because of their system of empire preference and their 
present difficulties. 


It is further hoped that each country will be willing 
to extend credits to the others, where necessary, for the 
purpose of financing exportable surpluses. In this way 
American assistance should be confined to dollar re- 
quirements only. The facilities of the International Mone- 
tary Fund might be used as a clearing house in assisting 
triangular or multilateral trade among them. The main 
difficulty is that Germany, Italy, Austria, Eire, Switzer- 
land, Sweden and Portugal are not yet members of the 
Fund. If the Fund cannot be used for this purpose, it 
would seem that some temporary machinery should be 
established to take care of this need until these countries 
attain membership. 

After these countries have exhausted the ways and 
means of helping themselves and one another, United 
States assistance will be sought to finance the balance of 
their requirements. It is indicated that by far the largest 
portion will be in agricultural commodities and farm 
equipment. A large part of the credits will be used for 
scrap iron and steel. Machinery and equipment will also 
be urgently needed for the rehabilitation of European 
industry. 

In view of the fact that eastern Europe has in the past 
been the bread-basket of the Continent, it would seem that 
industrialized western Europe will have to look elsewhere 
for its food imports if there is to be no trade beyond the 
Iron Curtain. Such requirements will continue, of course, 
indefinitely; and will have to be supplied by the western 
hemisphere countries, and Africa, Australia and Asia. 
These imports will be paid for as they have been in the 
past—by exports from the importing countries. In this 
connection it should be borne in mind that if western 
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Europe needs food from eastern Europe, the converse is 
also true—eastern Europe needs the manufactured goods 
from western Europe. And it may be a question of which 
is better able to sit the other out. 

Unless they wish to extend indefinite credits to the im- 
porting countries, the nations which will now supply 
food to western Europe must import the manufactured 
goods which were formerly exported to eastern Europe. 
So far as the United States is concerned, we must accept 
the fact that we will have to increase our imports if we 
expect our loans to be repaid. If we become accustomed 
to increased imports for the purpose of servicing the loans, 
there should be very little adjustment to make thereafter, 
when such increased imports will cover our share of 
future food shipments to western Europe. 

It is possible that part of the $20 billion to $30 billion 
will be outright grants for relief. It may be necessary to 
furnish the people of some of the western countries with 
food and clothing, pending the rebuilding and rehabili- 
tation of their productive facilities. The balance will be 
in the form of loans or credits. What machinery will be 
utilized for the execution and administration of the loans 
has not yet been divulged. Unless there are special con- 
siderations, as was the case in the British loan and later 
with respect to the Greek and Turkish credits, it would 
seem highly desirable to make full use of existing ma- 
chinery, such as the Export-Import Bank, the Internation- 
al Bank and the International Monetary Fund. These 
institutions are equipped to handle sound economic 
credits. 

The Fund could be used for short-term credits (pur- 
chase and sale of currencies) to cover current transac- 
tions. As previously stated, it might serve as a clearing 
house in the multilateral trade between member countries 
of western Europe. The International Bank would be 
obliged to confine its credits to member countries, as its 
total dollar resources are not too great. Good use, how- 
ever, may be made of its facilities in determining the 
economic soundness of specific projects; and wherever 
there are opportunities for the International Bank to 
make loans, it should be encouraged to do so. To that 
extent it would reduce the amount of new funds to be 
provided by the United States. Export-Import Bank has 
more flexibility in its lending power than the Interna- 
tional Bank, and appears to be the most logical of these 
institutions to handle the largest share of the new credits. 
Its lending authority can be increased or decreased more 
simply than that of the International Bank and, what is 
more important, it is more subject to the control of 
Congress. 

As the Marshall Plan progresses, there should be an 
ever-increasing interest among private investors. Both 
Export-Import Bank and the International Bank are 
committed to the principle of encouraging private invest- 
ment. The nature and size of the over-all U. S. commit- 
ment under the Plan are such that private capital is unable 
and—even though it could—would be unwilling, to under- 
write it. But there should be many opportunities within 
the Plan which will be attractive to private capital as 
things begin to stabilize abroad. Private investment, 
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especially direct investment, should be given every en. 
couragement to participate in the Plan. It would reduce 
the amount of public commitments and would tend to 
improve the balance of payments. It would also have the 
effect of increasing the number of persons in this country 
who will be interested in enlarging our imports. 

If part of the total amount which will be needed from 
this country is beyond the capacity of the borrowing 
countries to repay, it would be far better to face that 
now and separate the amount to be loaned from the 
amount to be given away. It is not good banking to 
encourage the habit of default. If part of the dollar 
requirements are to be in the form of grants, they will 
most likely be devoted to food and relief during the early 
stages of the Plan. It would be in the United States’ 
interest to see that the amounts supplied in the form of 
loans are used, in so far as is possible, for productive 
purposes. 

When the Plan is presented to Congress it may be desir: 
able to keep to a minimum any blank-check features of it, 
It should be broken down, in budget form, to show the 
estimated requirements for each of the four or five years, 
as well as the methods to be used in financing the main 
classifications of the requirements. Congress may then 
commit itself in principle to the Plan, with the proviso 
that it will determine each year how much it will author. 
ize to be spent for the ensuing year. A complete report of 
operations should be submitted each year, with revised 
budgets. Congress would probably wish to satisfy itself 
that the dollars supplied have been well used by the bor. 
rowers, and to question budget items before the amounts 
for the ensuing year are authorized to be spent. If any- 
thing like this procedure is adopted, consideration should 
be given to the creation of a special congressional con:- 
mittee from both houses, drawn from members of the 
committees on foreign relations, banking, finance and 
economic studies, with a no-politics, no-lobbying pledge 
by its members. 

It has been suggested elsewhere that an international 
reconstruction corporation be created by Congress to 
administer the loans abroad, with subsidiaries for each 
of the borrowing countries, excepting England. The 
principal objection to this proposal is that the corpora- 
tions would be owned and controlled by the United States. 
There is a good deal to be said, however, for the estab- 
lishment of its own RFC in each of the countries. Mexico 
has its Nacional Financiera, Chile its Corporacion de 
Fomento y de la produccién and Bolivia its Corporacion 
de Fomento, each of which has powers much greater than 
our own RFC, and a board of directors consisting in 
large part of business and financial leaders of each coun- 
try. These organizations supply credit internally for the 
development of their own economies. Money borrowed 
abroad by such countries is for the most part channeled 
through these credit agencies. For example, the Chilean 
steel-mill credit for dollar requirements was extended by 
Export-Import Bank to the Fomento corporation, which 
in turn supplies the necessary capital to the Chilean stee!- 
mill industry and has raised its own local capital for 
peso requirements. 
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The advantage of establishing separate credit agencies 
in each borrowing country is that it will centralize the 
dollar expenditures with respect to productive loans, 
rather than have them diffused over several ministries. 
If the directors are leading businessmen and financiers, 
it would tend to keep the disbursements more free from 
politics and give greater assurance that the funds would 
be well spent. There would be a single policy relative to 
protective devices to secure the loans, such as liens, sink- 
ing-fund payments and the like. If possible, all loans to 
be made by these agencies for projects over a given sum, 
such as $5,000,000, might be submitted to the U. S. lend- 
ing authority for prior approval. If the volume of such 
projects would be too great for the staff of the U. S. 
lending authority to handle, there should be a monthly or 
quarterly report submitted. In addition, the U. S. lending 
authority should send financial missions abroad for 
periodic consultations; and if some irreconcilable point 
of dispute should arise from time to time, it could be 
referred to a reconstruction-finance council consisting of 
one member from each of the borrowing countries and 
perhaps three from the United States. 

The long record of sound loans made by the RFC in 
this country has made a favorable impression on the 
American people. If the foreign credit agencies were set 
up—as nearly as circumstances will permit—on the RFC 
model, it should help to win the approval of the American 
people. Perhaps Jesse Jones might be asked to represent 
the United States on the council. If not, the present chair- 
man of the RFC board could be designated to serve on 
the council, which would bring the experiences of the 
RFC to bear on its meetings. 

It would be far better to have the borrowing countries 
offer to do something like this than to have the United 
States suggest it. Otherwise, enemies of the Plan .would 
be sure to accuse us of interfering with the sovereignty 
of the western Powers. 

It is assumed that the borrowing countries will make 
generous use of American technological and managerial 
“know-how.” The question of management of the projects 
should be carefully considered by the U. S. lending 


agency. 
CHANCES OF REPAYMENT 


Is there reasonable assurance that these loans will be 
repaid? It is difficult to see how they will be repaid ulti- 
mately unless we make a genuine effort to increase our 
imports and balance our international trade. It is not 
expected that the increase will come to pass immediately. 
It will probably take a long while to develop. 

The National Advisory Council on International Mone- 
tary and Financial Problems issued a statement of the 
Foreign Loan Policy of the United States on February 
21, 1946, It says that there is little doubt of the ability 
of the debtor countries, after their economies have been 
fully reconstructed, to increase their national incomes 
sufficiently to handle the service charges on American 
loans. It should be recognized, of course, that this state- 
ment was made long before the announcement of the 
Marshall Plan. It goes on to say that, fundamentally, the 


ability of foreign countries to service loans “. . . depends 
upon the extent to which we make dollars available to 
the world through imports . . . and through new invest- 
ments abroad.” It points out that so long as new U. S. 
investment exceeds the service charges on outstanding 
investment, the question of net repayment on our foreign 
investment will not arise, although as individual invest- 
ments are paid off the composition of our foreign invest- 
ments may shift. It says that when net repayment begins, 
whether this be a few years hence or many decades from 
now, it will involve an excess of imports over exports. 
“The growth in our population and the depletion of our 
natural resources and the increase in our standard of 
living will increase the need for imported products, and 
these developments, together with the maintenance of a 
high and stable level of employment, will facilitate this 
adjustment.” 

Most economists agree that so long as our national 
income and employment are high, imports are a net gain 

ee to our real income and pro- 
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foreign exchange to continue 
their purchases from the 
U.S. Professor Summer H. 
Slichter, the eminent econ- 
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in our economic thinking. One of them is the belief that 
larger imports into the United States would reduce our 
standard of living. He says: 





The opposite is true. Americans may be sure that 
any dollars which other countries are able to acquire 
by selling goods to us will be used to increase their 
purchases from us. Hence there will be no drop of 
production and employment in this country. Rather, 
American industry will obtain many raw materials at 
substantially less than they now cost, and American 
labor will shift out of its less productive employ- 
ments. 
He points out the necessity of tariff reductions to achieve 
this end. 

As a possible aid to repayment, it is suggested that 
consideration be given to the use of the sinking-fund 
technique. The principal of the loans would be amortized 
evenly over a period of years. During some of these years 
a country might be better able to meet its amortization 
payments than in others. It is a real temptation to the 
borrower to use its surpluses for other purposes when 
repayment is entirely voluntary The amount to go into 
a sinking fund could be determined by a formula based 
on national income and holdings of foreign exchange at 
the end of each fiscal year. It does not matter whose fig- 
ures are used, so long as they are agreed upon in advance 
by the lender and borrower. 

The problem of price inflation of U. S. goods, which, 
according to the British, has reduced the purchasing 
power of the dollar by forty per cent since the beginning 
of 1946, is a difficult one not only for the borrowers but 
for the American people as well. And new large credits 
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will not help the situation. If some form of selected price 
regulation could be used, even by voluntary agreement, 
the tensions would be eased. In time to come, justice may 
require that the loans be repaid in accordance with for- 
eign-exchange ratios, determined for that purpose only, 
based on the differential of commodity index numbers 
between the time the loans are utilized and the times of 
repayment. In this way the return of real wealth will be 
more equitably adjusted. 


Mora Issues 


It is almost self-evident that the likelihood of war will 
be lessened tremendously by a prosperous world, and the 
expansion of Russia checked. In fact, we may presume 
that the more successful the Marshall Plan for Europe, 
the more likely it is that the satellite countries will want 
to untie themselves from Russia. 

Not much imagination is needed to speculate on the 
possible dire consequences to this country if western 
Europe should fall into the lap of Russia by our refusal 
to help. Even if none of the money is repaid, we might 
reflect what another war would mean to our military 
budgets, since we should have fewer and fewer allies to 
take up some of this burden. To the extent that we should 
manufacture guns instead of butter, our standard of 
living would be lowered. Inevitably we should be forced 
to use more governmental controls, and might ultimately 
find ourselves with something close to totalitarianism at 


Needed: better public 


relations 


home in order to save ourselves from becoming total. 
tarian under Russian auspices. 

Finally, as a self-styled Christian nation, we shoul 
know what are the Christian principles of property, o; 
wealth. A distinction must be made between the Tight 
to acquire and dispose of property, and the use to }, 
made of it. Private ownership is right and legitimate. 
but the proper use to be made of property is social, and 
should be in accordance with the common good. If God, 
the Creator of all things, has richly endowed this country 
with the resources of nature, we cannot in justice ignore 
the plight of our neighbors abroad. General Marshall 
in his recent address to the delegates at Rio de Janeiro, 
recognized these principles when he contrasted the poy. 
erty and great dangers in Europe with the abundant 
resources, skill and enterprise in the western hemisphere, 
He said that a helping hand to Europe now is a strong 
helping hand to the western hemisphere as well. In the 
encyclical Quadragesimo Anno, Pope Pius XI said jy 
1931: 

Further, it would be well if the various nations in 

common counsel and endeavor strove to promote a 

healthy economic cooperation by prudent pacts and 

institutions, since in economic matters they are 
largely dependent one upon the other, and need one 
another’s help. 
To come to Europe’s aid will not only benefit this cou. 
try. It is, as a matter of fact, the only Christian thing 
to do. 


James O. Supple, Religion Editor of the Chicago Sw, 
believes that anti-Catholic feeling, where it exists in certain 
American communities, is due largely to lack of acquain- 

tance and information. To overcome it, 





James O. Supple 


he offers practical suggestions to the 
lay apostolate in particular. 





Protestant-Catholic tensions once again have become a 
matter of public concern. Even though we are justified 
in denouncing the lengthening series of anti-Catholic 
attacks, we must hold ourselves partly responsible for 
both the success and the frequency of the canards—our 
public-relations policies have ranged only from the very 
bad to the mediocre. For this we can blame ourselves. 

For some months the general Catholic reaction to the 
threatening clouds of postwar Protestant outburst was 
one of rather smug indifference. Too many of us have 
felt that since we are the possessors of the Truth nothing 
remained to be added. The box-office success of Going 
My Way and The Bells of St. Mary’s and their counter- 
parts in the drugstore circulating libraries gave some of 
our more surface thinkers an added false sense of security. 

Then, as the attacks increased in intensity and in politi- 
cal effectiveness (as in the successful vote against school 
buses for parochial-school pupils in Wisconsin) , our most 
dominant impulse has been to let loose with the semi- 
hysterical verbal haymaker. While the verbal tongue- 
lashing does have a certain value as an emotional outlet 
for our legitimate reaction to injustice, it unfortunately 
accomplishes little else. 
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The scathing denunciation of Protestant prejudice ma 
make the front page of the secular press as readily « 
does the hourly Protestant resolution for the recall of 
Myron Taylor, but it in no way serves either to counter 
act existing prejudices or to prevent the infection of the 
majority of the American population which is neither 
Protestant nor Catholic and which traditionally regard: 
all religionists with a certain amount of suspicion and 
disdain. 

The great menace Catholicism faces in the current wave 
of religious prejudice is not the attack of the bigot or o! 
the irate and uneasy Protestant leader, but the misinfor 
mation and lack of information which abound in 





strata of society. This ignorance is the real danger, sin: 
it provides a fertile field for the cultivation of prejudice 
And if we honestly and carefully scrutinize what we 
Catholics are doing to inform the public about Catholic | 
ism we shall in all probability find that it is appalling!) 
little. : 
What we Catholics need to do is to recall to our ow! 

minds that we are a minority group, and organize ol! | 
national strategy accordingly, as do other cultural, 
ligious and racial minorities. Our national public rel- 


A 
i 
: 
é 
f 
& 


th 
da 
ter 
sic 
gel 


rea 
pit 


isn 
dec 
abé 
of 


her 
Pre 
atte 
seci 
evic 
cas 
ther 
thai 
tryi 


fore 
But 
tion 
tens 
for 


maj 
ity. 
of 1 
be : 


beer 
the 

hav 
com 


ng totali. 


e should 
perty, or 
the right 
Ise to be 
gitimate: 
cial, and 
|. If God, 
S country 
ce ignore 
Marshall 
» Janeiro, 
the pov: 
abundant 
misphere, 
a strong 
ll. In the 
| said in 


ions in 
mote a 
cts and 
ey are 
ed one 


his coun: 
ian thing 


cago Sun, 
in certain 
f acquain- 
ercome it, 
ms to the 


idice may 
readily as 

recall of 
) counter: 
ion of the 
is neither 
y regards 
icion and 


rent wave 
igot or of 
misinfor 
nd in al 


ger, sinct 





prejudice 
what we 
Catholic 
ppallingl; | 


) our Ow! 
anize ou! 
tural, re 
tblic rele 





tions are badly hampered by the fact that because of our 
strong concentration of population in some cities we get 
a false sense of community security and community 
strength. 

The Catholic who lives in a city where there may be 
several hundred parishes, all of them flourishing, soon 
loses his realization of the plight of the Catholic in the 
South or the Southwest or in rural regions any place in 
the country. 

He also fails to realize that he is not a member of a 
closed corporation, that no effort is being made in his 
own community to undermine the historic, latent anti- 
Catholic sentiment, and that there may be thousands in 
his own community who have not the slightest idea as to 
what Catholicism truly is in the secular order. They may 
be reacting in the polling booth on the basis of their mis- 
information. 

We American Catholics are members of the one true 
Church, but that does not entitle us to remain either com- 
pletely indifferent as to what those outside the Church are 
thinking or to refuse to clarify our own position. It is 
dangerous, not only because it can contribute to rising 
tensions, but also because it is a sign of our waning mis- 
sionary zeal. We are failing to alert ourselves to the dan- 
gers of our own false impressions of our strength in 
America. 

We actually are fighting what occasionally becomes a 
rearguard action. Converts, while numerically many, are 
pitifully few in proportion to our numbers, and are more 
than offset by those who yearly drift away into secular- 
ism because of the skyrocketing divorce rate and the 
decaying tradition of family life. With immigration waves 
abating, we are now entirely on our own in the expansion 
of the Church in America. 

We must stop kidding ourselves about our ascendancy 
here—which has been very greatly exaggerated by both 
Protestants and Catholics. And at the same time we must 
attempt a determined campaign to make our position on 
secular issues unmistakably clear. Our position may be 
evident to us but it is not to the non-Catholic. We cannot 
casually say “let them find out”; it is up to us to show 
them. We may feel that they are the losers; but we forget 
that as long as they remain confused as to what we are 
trying to accomplish, we can well be the losers, too. 

This writer is not a public-relations analyst and there- 
fore is not equipped to present a set of commandments. 
But here are listed just a few humbly presented sugges- 
tions involving the present areas of religious tensions— 
tensions which can lead to drastic consequences not only 
for ourselves but for the commonweal as well. 

1, A national program to familiarize the non-Catholic 
majority with the parochial schools of the Catholic minor- 
ity. Quite aside from the New Jersey decision, the issue 
of parochial-school relations in the community needs to 
be studied. 

Granted that the parochial school is not and never has 
been a secret project hidden away from the community, 
the fact remains that in only relatively few communities 
have determined efforts been made to familiarize the 
community with the excellences of the Catholic school. 


Perhaps the parochial school could hold an open house 
to which all non-sectarian and secular community organ- 
izations would be invited. Let the various women’s clubs, 
businessmen’s groups and so on see what is in the Cath- 
olic classroom, what is taught in the field of democracy, 
civics and the American way, and let the visitors meet 
the sisters. We too often forget that most non-Catholics, 
even in our large cities, have never conversed with nuns 
and have not the faintest idea as to what they are really 
like. 

There has been relatively little discussion of public aid . 
to Catholic colleges in the midst of the current Federal- 
aid-to-education controversy. Even aside from the obvi- 
ous fact that some Protestants are discreetly silent on the 
subject of aid on the college level because of the exis- 
tence of Protestant colleges, there is still the fact that the 
public is far more familiar with the Catholic college than 
it is with the Catholic grammar school. 

When the people see for themselves just what the 
Catholic grammar school is, 
it will be that much harder 
for the professional op- 
ponents of Catholicism to 
harangue effectively against 
the private school. If every 
voter has had a good oppor- 
tunity over a period of years 
to familiarize himself with 
our Catholic educational sys- 
tem, it will be greatly to our 
advantage, particularly when 
the issue of public services to private schools becomes a 
matter of community or state referendum. 

2. Publicize on the community level the Catholic posi- 
tion on freedom of worship, freedom of speech, democ- 
racy and the entire field of civil liberties. The American 
Catholic has in no sense to be apologetic for either his 
stand or his record on civil liberties, and the Catholic 
position was unequivocally presented to the human rights 
commission of the United Nations. But, at the same time, 
the most widespread religious press attack and whispering 
campaign against Catholicism bears on the subject of 
civil liberties. 

While it is true that we must not in any way cheapen 
ourselves by rushing headlong to fight either the wind- 
mills or the wind, we must still take cognizance of the 
charges through the public address which, instead of 
shouting “Don’t tread on the tail of my coat,” presents 
lucidly the Catholic concept of democracy and of free- 
dom of conscience. 

By public address I mean address to an audience of 
both non-Catholics and Catholics. There are hundreds of 
excellent talks every year by Catholic leaders on patriot- 
ism, race relations, civil liberties, freedom of worship, 
anti-Semitism, etc.; but unfortunately they usually are 
to audiences of Catholics. When it comes to the commun- 
ity or interfaith meetings on these subjects, Catholic 
speakers are usually absent or, if they are present, are 
often persons with tenuous rather than important posi- 
tions within the Catholic scheme of things. 
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3. This brings us to another problem—our worry over 
the peril of religious indifferentism. Indifferentism is, of 
course, a definite problem. But so are a great many other 
perils, including growing religious prejudice. In some 
areas it seems that we have tried to solve the problem of 
indifferentism and the interfaith meeting by avoiding the 
issue entirely through a “closed-door” policy. This is not 
a solution, only indefinite postponement or, more bluntly, 
simply a “head-in-the-sand” policy. 

We are, of course, completely within our moral, re- 
ligious and civic rights in not participating in interfaith 
worship; but surely in civic programs under community 
and non-sectarian auspices, removed from church build- 
ings and sponsorship, we could, in a carefully-worked- 
out project, participate more fully than we have in the 
past. Here, it might be added, it is to our own advantage 
as well as to that of the community as a whole. 

4. Abandon our present reluctance as individuals to 
discuss religion. This writer is constantly appalled by the 
refusal of his Catholic friends and neighbors to discuss 
religious issues when they arise in conversation with non- 
Catholics. Some of us are timid, others insecure, and still 
others hostile, as if we assume the mere asking for infor- 
mation is an affront and a reflection on our patriotism. 

The tendency of the Catholic layman to regard his 
religion as something of which he is proud but which he 
keeps under quarantine is a handicap not only to the 
convert work of the Church but also to the advancement 
of the Church in the public eye, which in itself is a form 
of conversion. 

Surely when some point of information about Catho- 
licism is required, we as Catholics should be willing to 
rise to the occasion, providing, of course, we know what 
we are talking about (which is not invariably the case in 
the discussion of religion by laymen of all creeds), or at 
least make a promise to find out for sure. 

These points which I have mentioned are only part, a 
mere fragment, of the whole picture. They are not a 
panacea; they are offered more as a stimulus than as an 
outline. 

Even though we must sorrowfully admit that the tragic, 
inevitable and unjust prejudice against us has been with 
us for centuries, we still must make some kind of an 
eflort to counteract it. Our faith is the glory of the world. 
Is it not, therefore, incumbent upon us to bring it to the 
world? And is not that, after all, public relations in the 
very best sense of that peculiarly American and peculiarly 
useful word? 





Looking ahead 


BERNARD SULLIVAN, London District Secretary of the 
National Union of Tailors and Garment Workers, has 
sent us a discussion of Catholic workers and British 
labor, which will appear next week. 

Josern No.an, recently returned from Grailville, near 
Cincinnati, Ohio, contributes his impressions of this 
unique experiment in Catholic education and Catholic 
Action to the issue of October 4. 
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Report from Berlin 


Berlin, September 15 (By wireless)—Under pleasant 
autumn skies that dispelled for a time the foreboding 
about winter, Berlin went about its business last week. 
The Fulda pastoral, consoling and exhorting the sorely 
pressed faithful, was read in the churches in all four 
sectors. A congressional subcommittee, under the leader. 
ship of Representative Dirksen of Illinois, arrived and 
wanted to know whether the Germans were willing to 
cooperate if given an opportunity to help themselves, 
The second inter-allied track and field meet was held in 
the Olympic stadium, and the second party conference of 
the Christian Democratic Union re-elected Jakob Kaiser 
as chairman for Berlin and the Soviet Zone. 

“It is wrong,” said Kaiser to me after his unanimous 
(minus one vote) election, “to say we are a Catholic 
party, as the newspapers in America sometimes describe 
us. Actually, in eastern Germany we frequently have an 
absolute majority in places where Catholics are but a 
small fraction of the population. I am very content with 
the way Catholics and Protestants have worked together 
in the Soviet Zone and Berlin for the principles of 
Christian Democracy.” 

A trade unionist from the Rhineland, Kaiser spent 
nine months before the war’s end in a cellar, eluding the 
net spread by the Gestapo for all those connected with 
the July 20 plot on Hitler’s life. A man of this kind does 
not fear what his present political activities might pro- 
voke from the abduction-minded Soviets, in whose zone 
his party operates. In his address to the Party congress 
last week, Kaiser reaffirmed CDU’s determination not to 
be drawn into the Bloc-Politik which the Soviets have 
attempted successfully in every land they have occupied, 
The CDU is the only exception, and for this reason 
Party leaders read with amusement the recommendation 
of a visiting representative of the AFL that the U. S. 
should back the Social Democrats as the only bulwark 
against communism. This they regard as strictly the voice 
of Kurt Schumacher, SPD party chief. Schumacher can 
talk tough, they say, since his party is non-existent in 
the Soviet Zone, having capitulated shamefully to the 
Socialist Union Party. 

Kaiser’s party adheres to the principle that Germany 
should remain united. In his opinion, Americans are 
mistaken in thinking that economic attractions of Bizonia 
will ultimately force eastern Germany to come over. “It 
might develop differently,” he contends. While the Rus- 
sians cannot promise economic benefits, they can promise 
political advantages, namely, the recovery of territory to 
the east now lost to Poland. Berliners appear to think the 
Soviets would not shrink from double-crossing Poland if 
Germany were the prize. “Berlin is the Shanghai of the 
West,” says Kaiser. That is to say, it is a frontier point 
between the Soviets and the Western world. Although 
Schumacher has written off eastern Germany as pre: 
sumably lost, Kaiser refuses to capitulate. Even his rivals 
admit the CDU will receive forty per cent of the votes 
in the next election. Kaiser is politely defying the Soviets, 
and he thinks he can win. RosBert A. GRAHAM 
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Literature & Art 








—————_ 


Side reading 
on the great books: I 


Harold C. Gardiner 








The strange confusion in the ultimate purposes of the 
“liberal” education proposed by the great books dis- 
cussion groups under the Great Books Foundation plan, 
which I discussed last week, and which I attributed to a 
perhaps unconscious bias toward a secularistic liberalism, 
is nowhere more startlingly manifest than in the very 
handbood used in the training of discussion leaders. 

Chapter 1 of Part II in that manual is entitled “A 
Typical Seminar,” and consists of the transcription of 
an actual discussion with two leaders who are guiding 
their group through the mazes of St. Augustine’s Con- 
fessions. A careful reading of the give-and-take of ques- 
tion and answer reveals a fairly high level of consistency, 
a good sense of direction in the discussion and, unex- 
pectedly enough, considering the fact that discussion 
leaders are not supposed to “teach” the “truth,” the 
arrival at some quite definite conclusions. 

But—and this is really ironical if you will remember 
that this type of liberal education, according to the same 
manual, excludes education of man as a religious being— 
the one most definite conclusion this particular group 
of participants arrives at is that this is a great book 
precisely and exactly because it is a penetrating revela- 
tion of man’s essentially religious nature. The group has 
reached, after many backings and fillings, the stage of 
discussing the relationship between faith and reason. 
This leads to whether or not Augustine was happier after 
he had beeri given faith; the discussion then runs: 

Leader 2: But what had entered him here that made 

the difference? 


Miss L: It was the peace that he found. 

Leader 2: But what is the other word that we use? 

Miss L: Who? 

Leader 1: Consider Augustine, after conversion. 
Before he might have been happy, but after con- 
version? What is the relationship between the end 
happiness, and the other end? 

Miss L: Faith or supernatural happiness. 

Leader 1: That’s right, the supernatural element, 
and therefore the other takes a back place. 

Leader 2: Is the love of God higher than happiness? 

Miss L: Yes. That’s supernatural happiness. 

Leader 2: Why is this a great book? 

Miss L: Because of the fact that it deals with the 
supernatural. .. . 

Leader 2: Because it shows how one man arrived at 
faith, isn’t that right? 

Miss L: Yes, 


Leader 2: Now we have taken something out of the 
pagan philosophy and put something on top of it. 
And what has been “put on top” is something that 
makes these discussion leaders, chosen as exemplars of 
how to conduct a typical discussion, untrue to the very 
“liberal” education outlined in the first chapter of their 
handbook. For they have proved that you cannot discuss 
man without talking about free will, aspiration, hope, 
faith, the supernatural—in a word, God. 

However, I do not want to pursue this confusion of 
final purpose any farther. It may happily be that actual 
discussions will avoid the secularism of the announced 
theory of education on which the Foundation plan rests. 
Cold theory often breaks down before warmer, human 
application—just as many a doctor, I suppose (and thank 
God), might have instincts sound enough to forestall 
him from administering the euthanasia he is ready to 
advocate in the abstract. But it is dangerous to have to 
depend on mere instinct. 

However, not even that unstable security can, in prac- 
tice, be counted on. If the theory of education behind 
this type of great books discussion is secularistic, and if 
that theory is drummed hard enough and often enough 
into the discussion leaders, it is to be anticipated that 
the natural bent of human inquiry, which is to search 
out ultimates, will be warped into actual discussions 
which are themselves tinged with secularism. 

This is what I hinted at in the end of last week’s article. 
I know from some who have taken the leadership train- 
ing that they have been alarmed at the atmosphere of 
irreligion they have had to encounter. Mind, they did not 
say, and I am far from charging, that any of their dis- 
cussions were anti-Catholic, bigoted, sneering. It was 
only (but what a sad “only”) that some of the partici- 
pants and leaders seemed so steeped in an utter incom- 
prehension of spiritual values that they were apparently 
incapable of grasping anything of spiritual import. 

In one group, St. Augustine’s Confessions, again, was 
being discussed, and I am informed that when the men- 
tion of “sin” occurred, there were obvious giggles; the 
discussion them proceeded to talk sin out of the window 
in glib terms of “complexes,” “neuroses,” “nervous dis- 
orders,” and what not. 

Now, please, I am not leveling the charge of impiety 
at the Great Books Foundation leaders and all their works 
and pomps. I am ready to grant sunnily that most dis- 
cussion leaders would set and maintain a higher tone 
than that. But there will be hundreds of groups swinging 
into action this Fall; in the metropolitan area of New 
York alone, some 120-130 leaders have now finished their 
preparation, and early in October they will be leading 
local groups in the study of the great books. What if 
only ten or five of these leaders have been trained by a 
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master-leader who has managed to ingrain in them pretty 
ineradicably that in order to get a “liberal” education 
you have to exclude, and keep excluded firmly and un- 
swervingly, any reference to man’s relations to God? 
How else, under such a charter, can the mention of sin 
do otherwise than raise secularist contempt? 

That the Great Books Foundation does not want or 
welcome any such end-result is warranted by the caliber 
of the public figures who head its activities. But I say 
that willy-nilly, if their theory of liberal education is 
carried out, such a result follows from the nature of the 
case. If their theories are more honored in the breach 
than in the observance, a truer liberal education may 
result per accidens—but that does not invalidate, it con- 
firms, my criticism of the fundamental confusion that 
dogs the ideals of educating for good citizenship, for 
democracy, which the whole grandiose, gigantic scheme 
professes. 

Hence the series of articles on the individual great 
books which will begin in AMERICA next week. We do 
not wish to take over the Great Books Foundation; we 
do not want to put the plan and its operation under 
anathema (we couldn’t if we would). We only want to 
put back into the discussion of the specific book an 
element which the Foundation has explicitly ruled out, 
and we promise our readers not to drag that in by the 
heels. 

Whenever, namely, the particular book will simply not 
be discussed, no matter how much it is talked about, or if 
man’s religious essence is not insisted on, then we will 
call attention to that fact for all who care to have it ready 
to make the discussion fruitful and intelligent, and par- 
ticularly for the use of Catholic participants. In addition, 
and perhaps a little gratuitously, we will try to focus 
attention on the real essence of the book, whether that 
essence is immediately concerned with man’s religious 
nature or not. We trust, in fine, that those who take the 
great books courses and do a little side reading in these 
columns will feel at the end that the great books idea— 
good in itself—has proved all the more beneficial be- 
cause four reactions to the original article in June suc- 
ceeded (tantae molis erat!) in engendering this idea. 

Here follows the list of the great books for the first 
year’s discussions and the authorities who will analyze 
them for you here in the succeeding weeks: 


Rev. Robert C. Hartnett, 
S.J., head, Dep’t. of Politi- 
cal Science, U. of Detroit. 
Rev. Edwin A. Quain, S.J., 
Fordham U., Dep’t. of 
Classics. 

Author to be announced. 


1. The Declaration of 
Independence 


2. Plato: Apology, Crito 
Gorgias. 


3. Thucydides: History, 
Bk. I, chaps. 1, 2, 3, 5; 
Bk. II, chaps. 6, 7; Bk. 
V, chap. 17; Bk. VI, 
chap. 18; Bk. VIII, 
chap. 23. 

4, Aristophanes: Lysis- 
trata, Birds, Clouds. 


Author to be announced. 
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10. 


11. 


12. 


13. 


14, 


16. 


17. 


18. 


. Aristotle: Ethics. Bk. I; 


Politics, Bk. 1. 


. Plutarch: Lycurgus, 


Numa and Compari- 
son; Alexander and 
Caesar. 


. St. Augustine: Confes- 


sions, Bks. I-VIII. 


St. Thomas: Treatise 
on Law (Summa, I-II, 
qq. 90-97) 
Machiavelli: The 
Prince 

Montaigne: Selected 
Essays: Bk. I, chap. 
14, 22, 24, 25, 26, 30; 
Bk. III, chap. 5. 
Shakespeare: Hamlet 


Locke: Of Civil Gov- 
ernment (second es- 
say). 


. Rousseau: The Social 


Contract, Bks. I-II. 
Federalist Papers: Nos. 
1-10, 15, 31, 47, 51, 
68-71 (along with the 
Constitution) . 

Smith: The Wealth of 
Nations, Bk. I, chaps. 
1-9, 

Marx: Communist 
Manifesto. 


Author to be announced 


Author to be announced 


Frank Sheed, publisher 
author, translator of The 
Confessions. 
Rev. Walter Farrell, OP, 
author of A Companion 1p 
the Summa. 


Author to be announced, 


Dr. Jean Misrahi, Fordham 
U., Dep’t. of Romance 


Languages. 


William J. Grace, Fordham 
U., professor of English, 
School of Education. 


Rev. Robert C. Hartnett,S)J, 


Dr. Louis J. A. Mercier, 


Georgetown University. 
Rev. Robert C. Hartnett,S J, 


Rev. George G. Higgins, 
NCWC, Dep't. of Social 
Action. 

N.S. Timasheff, FordhamU., 
Dept. of Political Science. 





Neighbors with gardens 


From spring till brown leaves sigh past eave and gable, 
We barter richly from our generous yields, 

Beauty for bounty: her long flowering fields 

Supply my vases; mine supply her table. 


In growing time, we trade whatever comes: 
Tulips for scallions; peonies for peas; 

Larkspur for lettuce; on, till with the freeze, 
We close with cabbage for chrysanthemums. 


Generous we may be, but never more 

Than earth, that like the widow’s cruse of oil, 
As much as we give, returns, and holds in store 
Such yields, we marvel that for such small toil 
Who sows may go, not only pleasure-swirled 
But feed, too, the eye or hunger of the world. 


ETHEL BARNETT DE VITO 





lina 
Chr 
teri 
ber 
ten 
lent 
and 
aim 
dign 
scril 
mac 
lice 
cally 
com! 
and 
It is 
reali 
will 
Norb 
pease 
USSI 
shake 
mera’ 
Th 
book, 
numb 
as we 
in its 
policy 
Norbe 
form 
tem 0 
backe 
power 
reasol 
of So 
its pl 
about 
realize 
USA, 
Son 
rected 
tion o 
policie 
the m¢ 
but th 
must | 
the Sc 
tempts 
curity 
Norbo: 


nounced, 


nounced, 


blisher, 
- of The 


ell, OP, 


anion to 
nounced, 
Fordham 


Romance 


Fordham 
English, 

on. 

tnett,S.J. 


Mercier, 
rsity. 
tnett, SJ. 


Higgins 
f Social 


-dhamU,, 
Science, 


id gable, 


; Vito 











Master and puppet 





QPERATION MOSCOW 





By Christopher Norborg. Dutton. 319p. 
$3.50 








TITO’S IMPERIAL COMMUNISM 
i dimes 


By R. H. Markham. U. of North Caro- 
lina Press. 292p. $4 


Christian Norborg, Norwegian Presby- 
terian minister who was a leading mem- 
ber of the OSS and UNRRA, has writ- 
ten a book which contains many excel- 
lent ideas, and emphasizes the spiritual 
and moral basis of all politics which 
aim at the preservation of human 
dignity and individual rights. He de- 
scribes impressively the inhuman power 
machinery of the totalitarian Soviet po- 
lice state, but distinguishes emphati- 
cally between the Politburo and its 
communistic henchmen on the one side, 
and the Russian people on the other. 
It is too bad that those who refuse to 
realize the character of Soviet policies 
will probably not be converted by Mr. 
Norborg’s passionate pleas against ap- 
peasement and misunderstanding of the 
USSR—for their views cannot be 
shaken by arguments and by the enu- 
meration of facts. 

The original contribution of this 
book, which belongs to the growing 
number of works that regard the USSR 
as world-menace Number One, consists 
in its attempt to develop a practical 
policy against Soviet expansionism. Mr. 
Norborg regards the UN in its present 
form as insufficient, and suggests a sys- 
tem of regional pacts which would be 
backed by the overwhelming world 
power of the USA. There are many 
reasonable remarks about the methods 
of Soviet propaganda, which uses for 
its purposes pleas for disarmament; 
about the necessity for Americans to 
realize the world obligations of the 
USA, ete. 

Some criticism may perhaps be di- 
rected against his exclusive concentra- 
tion on the Soviet menace. True, the 
policies of the USSR constitute today 
the most visible danger to world peace, 
but there are also other problems which 
must be considered, and which give to 
the Soviets opportunities for their at- 
tempts to expand and to exploit inse- 
curity and revolutionary situations. Mr. 
Norborg does not discuss, for example, 


the German problem, which threatens 
to prevent the formation of a Western 
bloc. Despite some casual remarks, he 
does not analyze closely enough Rus- 
sian nationalism. Must the anti-Soviet 
policy, Operation Moscow, aim at tak- 
ing away from Russia not only her in- 
fluence over her satellites in East-Cen- 
tral Europe, but also the Baltic States, 
perhaps even the Ukraine? 

More emphasis upon concrete issues 
would have increased the value of this 
book, written by a man of good will, 
who is primarily concerned with prin- 
ciples and the necessity of replacing 
the ineffective UN by a really working 
machinery. 

A classic case demonstrating com- 
munistic methods for gaining and main- 
taining totalitarian power is presented 
by Tito’s Yugoslavia. This case can be 
studied in all its details in R. H. Mark- 
ham’s brilliantly written book. The 
sympathies of this experienced Ameri- 
can observer of the Balkans are mani- 
festly with the Serbs. But that does not 
prevent him from being objective in his 
judgments on Croat and Slovene be- 
havior. Mr. Markham gives an im- 
pressive picture of the begianings and 
the development of Tito’s regime. 

From the start of his career in World 
War II, Tito was primarily interested in 
establishing a regime controlled by 
Communists. He was decisively helped 
by the errors of his opponents, and 
especially by Churchill’s lack of under- 
standing of Tito’s mentality. Churchill, 
poorly advised, believed that Tito could 
be won away from Moscow. But the 
bitter denunciations of the methods 
used by Tito and his friends do not 
lead Markham to oversimplifications. 

His book is an excellent introduction 
to the complicated national, social and 
religious problems of Yugoslavia (and 
to some extent of Bulgaria and Mace- 
donia). The persecution of the Cath- 
olic Church (symbolized by the im- 
prisonment of Archbishop Stepinatz) is 
described by the Protestant author. The 
defense of Mikhailovitch, the Serbian 
hero and opponent of Tito, is convinc- 
ingly presented. Some amplification of 
the pages on the historical back- 
ground, more details about the Pavelich 
regime (the massacres of Serbs by 
Pavelich’s Ustashi are described) and 
discussion of positive alternatives to 
Tito’s communist regime ought to be 
put in a second edition of this valuable 
and enlightening study. Advisable also 
would be the addition of fifteen to 
twenty pages of documentary evidence 
and source material. 

WALDEMAR GuURIAN 


Who runs politics? 





YOU’RE THE BOSS 





By Edward J. Flynn. Viking 235p. $3 


This is the autobiography of the pres- 
ent Democratic Party leader of Bronx 
County, New York City, and the past 
chairman of the National Democratic 
Committee by appointment of the late 
President Roosevelt. It will be widely 
read and will raise a storm of contro- 
versy over the career and ideas of a 
prominent Catholic politician of Irish 
extraction. 

The first controversy has already be- 
gun. In the pages of the Atlantic of 
May and July there was an exchange 
of articles by Mr. Flynn and former 
Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia over the cen- 
tral thesis. 

Mr. Flynn believes firmly in repre- 
sentative government. He writes (p. 
13): “I had (and still have) an old- 
fashioned notion about representative 
government, which is that it should be 
representative.” He maintains that lo- 
cally elected representatives must be 
welded together through the connecting 
tissue of political organizations. This 
organized political party is what he 
means by a machine. For Mr. Flynn, 
there are good and bad machines. 

Mayor LaGuardia maintains that the 
party and the political machine are 
separable; the machine is always detri- 
mental to good government and must 
be dispensed with. For Mr. LaGuardia, 
the machine is always bad. Mr. Flynn 
answers him: 


Very well, then, suppose you do 
away with machines. Without them, 
you, the reader, as an “average” 
voter interested only in good gov- 
ernment, would have to devise 
some alternative means of discov- 
ering, before each election, the men 
and women best qualified for pub- 





lic office. Could you, out of your 
present knowledge, choose a city- 
wide slate on which your neighbors 
could agree? . . . Would you be 
willing to drop your business every 
two years to devote full time to 
attending meetings, canvassing po- 
tential candidates, canvassing 
voters from door to door, raising 
the indispensable campaign funds? 
Of course you wouldn’t. One eve- 
ning of it would soon convince you 
that politics is a full-time job, not 
a hobby. So you would simply look 
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for representation to some other 
group of full-time politicians [p. 
20]. 
Mr. Flynn does not think that any 
permanent improvement in government 
can be achieved by fusion movements, 
which he characterizes harshly as “the 
motley mob of political hacks that clus- 
ter periodically about benign old jur- 
ists and smart young boy gang-busters” 
(p. 21). He believes better government 
can be achieved only by general citizen 
participation in organized politics: 
The one and only way that politi- 
cal organization can be cleaned 
up is at primary time, not at elec- 
tion time. If every citizen enrolled 
in a political party and took an 
active part in its work, it would be 
very certain that all political par- 


ties would nominate men for office 
who were thoroughly qualified. But 
just ask them to do it, and they 
shy away worse than any nervous 
horse. .. . Beating poor candidates 
at the general election is not the 
answer. Bad leaders have a habit 
ot lasting out defeats in the gen- 
eral elections—always knowing 
that some day the tide will turn 
and they again will be able to elect 
their candidates and thus strength- 
en their evil leadership. The voter 
who says, in effect, “Let George do 
it,” need not be too surprised to 
wake up and find that “George” 
has. [p. 143.] 

I also know that wherever the 
majority of voters work actively 
inside a political machine, you 
have a machine that represents 
the voters. It is as simple as that. 


[p. x.] 
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It is to appeal to this “average voter” 
that Flynn writes this book. “Ther 
are really eighty million politica 
bosses in America,” he states. “Ang 
I determined to try to tell them how, 
through misguided zeal, misspent ep. 
ergy, and just plain laziness, most of 
them had been shirking their duty a, 
soldiers of democracy” (p. x). 

And in the telling Flynn takes hj; 
reader through the colorful gallery of 
twentieth-century politics: the extraor. 
dinary character of Charles F. Murphy, 
Tammany leader of the ’20’s, Wagner, 
Walker, Roosevelt, Flynn and Smith in 
Albany, the rise of Jim Farley and his 
break with Roosevelt, the presidentia] 
conventions, the Wallace nomination jn 
1940, including the little-known fac 
that Wallace was a Republican unti) 
1932, the Smith-Roosevelt feud, and the 
New Dealers. The book is fascinating, 
very well written and perfectly truthf) 
even to the author’s detriment. 

Dr. JOSEPHINE M. Pisani 


Genius, if robber 





FREDERICK THE GREAT: 
The Ruler, the Writer, the Man. 





By G. P. Gooch. Knopf. 376p. $5 


The significance of Old Fritz is that his 
grim and dynamic figure has stamped 
itself on the Prussian character too 
deeply to be ignored in any interpreta. 
tion of modern Germany. Without hin 
there might have been no Bismarck, 
who required a preponderant Prussia 
for his far-reaching aims; without the 
Iron Chancellor there could hardly 
have been a Hitler and a Third Reich. 

This book is not another biography, 
for nothing of the sort is required. But 
the immense political and _ military 
achievements of the patron saint of 
Germany, as Lord Rosebery described 
him, have tended to divert attention 
from the man and overshadowed his 
activities as writer, thinker and corte 
spondent. The object of Professor 
Gooch’s study is to portray a unique 
and many-sided personality, at once 
fascinating and repulsive, from various 
angles, though no attempt has been 
made to cover the whole field. Students 


of his poetry, his military treatises and | 


his musical compositions must look 
elsewhere. 


The three opening chapters summa: : 
ize Frederick’s share in the making of [ 


Prussia, but the larger portion of the 
volume is devoted to the analysis of his 
character, his friendships and his ide 
ology. Most of the evidence is supplied 
by himself in solid political treatises 
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yoluminous histories, and the sixty vol- 
umes of his correspondence. We can 
check Frederick’s testimony by the nu- 
merous witnesses, German and non- 
German, who have described their con- 
tacts with the most celebrated figure of 
his age. How much he has meant to his 
countrymen, how deeply he has left his 
mark on the national character and the 
national tradition, is outlined in the 
closing chapter, for what nations think 
of their heroes may well concern the 
inhabitants of other states. Certain it is 
that the mind and face of Europe to- 
day would be very different had he not 
made Prussia a great Power and popu- 
larized aggression by his spectacular 
success. 

Frederick’s seizure of Silesia opened 
a new chapter of European history as 
surely as the cannonade at Valmy half 
a century later. The ruler’s observation 
to Podewils, his nominal foreign min- 
ister, which has found its way into all 
the biographies, was short and sharp. 
“The matter of right,” he said, “is the 
business of ministers; it’s yours; it is 
time to work at it, for orders have been 
given to the troops.” The ambitious 
Prussian monarch not only robbed Ma- 
ria Theresa of a portion of her inherit- 
tance but attempted to dress up the 
crime as a service to the victim. As he 
explained to his uncle, George II: “I 
have been compelled to send my troops 
into the duchy in order to prevent others 
seizing it... . I have no other purpose 
than the preservation and the real bene- 
fit of the house of Austria.” Frederick 
was at all times a gentlemanly brigand. 
Before giving the signal that for a gen- 
eration was to drench Europe with 
blood, he had the decency to dispatch 
his terms to Vienna, directly the Sile- 
sian frontier was crossed. 

Yet the character of Frederick, in 
Professor Gooch’s estimation, was not 
entirely repulsive. Old Fritz traveled all 
over his dominions, hearing complaints, 
making suggestions, measuring the 
progress achieved from year to year. 
The arts were not neglected. Frederick, 
who found time for everything, wrote 
verses and dramas, histories and treat- 
ises, composed marches and played the 
flute. His happiest hours were spent in 
conversation with French intellectuals. 
In the words of Voltaire, it was Sparta 
in the morning, Athens in the after- 
noon. 

This is an admirable study of a rob- 
ber who was also a genius. Professor 
Gooch is one of the few historians of 
our time who combines thorough schol- 
arship and literary craftsmanship in a 
way that is at once instructive and 


urbane, concise and charming. This 
book will delight all students of the 
eighteenth century. 

Joun J. O'Connor 





NO LASTING HOME 





By Joseph Dever. Bruce. 432p. $3 


Those who knew of or suspected its 
gestation awaited the birth of this 
novel with considerable expectation, for 
Joseph Dever, much like his Gerry in 
the book, has a way with words. This 
he had shown pretty solidly in his short 
stories, which he first began to publish 
in AMERICA and has continued in other 
magazines. This, however, is his first 
sustained effort and the leap from neat 
miniature to large canvas is a hazar- 
dous one. 

Did Mr. Dever’s leap surmount the 
hazard? Not entirely. He has given us 
here a creditable first novel, nothing 
more. His theme is somewhat unusual 
—the devotion of an older brother to 
a younger one, for whose education he 
sacrifices the love of a fine girl, his 
own hopes to be a lawyer, a lot of ease 
and legitimate self-interest. This por- 
tion of the story is fairly well sustained 
and carries a note of conviction, but I 
do not think the same can be said for 
the double-romance angle. The younger 
brother, Gerry, falls in love with a girl 
who scribbles sentimental verses in her 
time off from a Maine factory-job. 
When she comes down to Boston, deter- 
mined to have him marry her, Ed, the 
older brother, who tries to dissuade 
her, falls in love with her himself and 
marries her. She proves unstable while 
Ed is in the armed forces; in the face 
of his forgiveness, remorse overcomes 
her and she commits suicide. Mean- 
time, Gerry has fallen in love with 
Martha, Ed’s first love. All being 
cleared away, Ed feels the call to the 
religious life and the book ends with 
him as a Jesuit lay-brother at the col- 
lege from which his sacrifices had en- 
abled Gerry to graduate. 

However, the too-patterned neatness 
of this plot is not the main weakness. 
That arises from what seem to me the 
neat little packages of various aspects 
of Catholic thought which are dropped 
in from time to time, as though the 





CORRECTION 


The address of the Catholic Lit- 
erary Guild, listed incorrectly in 
their ad coupon of the September 
20th issue, should have been 41 
Tremont Street, Boston 8, Mass. 
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CATHOLIC 
REALISM 


VIPER’S TANGLE by Francois 
Mauriac ($3.00) is just out in its 
first American edition. The Herald 
Tribune calls it finest 


achievement and undoubtedly a very 


**Mauriac’s 


great novel.” Perhaps that is why one 
minds so much whether the tangle of 
vipers is in an old miser’s bitter heart 
or whether it is his “good Catholic” 
relations who are the vipers. If it were 
not so superbly written we might be 
daunted by finding so many unpleasant 
people in one book, even though they 
do serve to show up so powerfully the 
beauty and power of goodness—as it 
is the most surprising people have told 
us they “could not put it down.” 


DEAR BISHOP ($1.75) by Cath- 
erine de Hueck (coming next week) 
is as realistic, but in a wholly different 
way. When the author first came to 
this country she had to work at what- 
ever she could find, or starve. During 
the war a member of the hierarchy 
asked her to return to that insecure life 
and bring him a report on what Amer- 
ican youth, working and in the armed 
forces, really think of God, His 
Church, other churches, and their re- 
actions to Communism and democracy. 
She spent some months on the job, 
working at what she could get, living 
on what she earned. This book grew 
out of her experiences; the narrator, 
Katzy, is not any one person, but 
everything else in the book is only too 


real. 


Order from your bookstore or from 


SHEED 
& 
WARD 
63 FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK #3 


t 
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author were saying “yes, now it’s time 
to make the point again that this is a 
Catholic book.” Such, for example, is 
the disquisition on the philosophy of 
work that comes in toward the end of 
the story. These rather destroy an or- 
ganic growth. 

The most striking character of the 
many is Aunt Annie—and that brings 
up an interesting point about character 
creation. I think she is the most finely 
drawn because she is the least labored 
over. Mr. Dever apparently considers 
her minor and, in treating her rather 
off-handedly, has let her be herself. 
She is much more convincing than, say, 
Fr. Boley. We are told a dozen times 
that he is handsome, impressive, mas- 
terful, but he still remains no more 
than stuffy. 

I rarely advert to the editing of 
novels in my reviews, but I think I 
ought to here. The punctuation is very 
slipshod; misprints are frequent. Cath- 
olic publishing deserves better. 

Harotp C. GarDINER 





THE GREAT TIDE 





By Rubylea Hall. Duell, Sloane and 
Pearce. 535p. $3.50 


It is June, 1835, and Nick Cohran’s 
plantation, Greenwood, on the west 
coast of Florida, is all astir. Tomorrow 
is the seventeenth birthday of the only 
daughter, and the event is to be cele- 
brated by relatives and friends for 
miles around. Florida, at this time, is a 
hot-bed of political strife and in con- 
stant danger of Indian uprisings. In 
those early days, seventeen was con- 
sidered quite an advanced age, and a 
girl was expected to be thinking of a 
husband and home of her own. 

But Carolina Nicholas Green Cohran 
had other ideas. The McQuaggue broth- 
ers, and others who stopped at Green- 
wood on their trips to and from the 
outside world, had intrigued her with 
their tales, and she wanted to see 
things for herself. Idolized by her 
brothers and brought up by a God-fear- 
ing father and mother, Caline never- 
theless has an inner self inclined 
towards the wicked side. 

Douglas Blackwell, prominent and 
wealthy political figure, stopped at 
Greenwood, and Caline at once marked 
him as her prey. His wealth and all it 
would give her meant more to her than 
the man himself. 

How proud she was, as, after her 
marriage, she took the long trip to St. 
Joseph, the city her husband had 
founded, and which he believed would 


1947 


be the biggest in Florida. No thought 
bothers her for the man she had mar. 
ried without love, nor for others she 
cast aside and left behind. St. Joseph, 
prosperous and rapidly growing, has a 
strong undercurrent of wickedness 
which at first shocks, and then beckons 
Caline. 

Her flirtatious nature doesn’t change, 
and she falls in love with her husband’s 
best friend, Studd Seven. Always stop. 
ping short of being actually unfaith. 
ful, she then tries to make up to her 
husband for her lack of love. How well 
she pays for her mistakes in the days 
when St. Joseph is stricken with yellow 
fever, when relatives and friends are 
stricken and die! Blackwell himself js 
a victim and, flirt though she is, she 
must be admired in her patient nurs. 
ing him back to health, in her long and 
perilous journey with him, their little 
daughter Mary, and a couple of faith. 
ful Negroes, back to the safety of 
Greenwood. 

The story is well told and gives a 
very interesting insight into the plan. 
tation life and political struggles of 
the 1830’s, when Florida was fighting 
for a place in the Union. 

Monica C. Mooney 





MY POLIO PAST 





By Noreen Linduska. Pellegrini & 


Cudahy. 205p. $2.75 


This is a simple, honest autobiography, 
an account of the author’s eight-month 
stay in a hospital. Though she suffered 
dreadfully, physically and mentally, the 
story is devoid of self-pity and self: 
admiration. Struck down with a rare 
combination of two forms of poliomye- 
litis just as she was planning marriage 
and children and a happy future, she 
lay helpless, unable to swallow, unable 
to talk straight, unable to walk. Her 
courage, and finally her faith in God, 
brought peace and acceptance. When 
one reads on the jacket that she is 
walking again and knitting baby sweat- 
ers, one thanks God and _ inwardly 
shouts bravissima. 

Near the end of her stay, when she 
could get around in a wheel-chair, she 
visited the children’s polio ward. Ob- 
serving the deformed but happy chil- 
dren so often spoken of as poor “un- 
fortunates,” she comments: 

Why and when had physical per- 

fection become so important when 

mental imperfection, more easily 
remedied, went along so unnoticed. 

Little crippled boys were given 

sympathy because they could not 

walk, but how about the little boys 
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“Orchids to a young Boston Irishman for writing a 
story about Boston which pictures the city as a 
fruitful garden of budding culture instead of as a 
museum piece through which the worshippers of 
decadent art move on tiptoe ... the story is always 
vivid and intensely readable . . . it achieves a rich- 


ness of rhythm and of chuckling humor.”’— 


Boston HERALp. 


NO LASTING HOME 


By Jos—EPH DEVER 


Winner of the Yank short story contest 


A realistic novel about the Creedin family who struggled for 
human dignity amid squalid surroundings. It is a powerful 
story of brotherly love . . . of Ed Creedin’s sacrifices for his 
talented younger brother . . . told with genuine gusto, with 
wit and spontaneity. 


“The book abounds in beautiful moments.” —My.es ConNOoLLy 


The August selection of the Catholic Literary Foundation 


$3.00 


At your bookstore 


THE BRUCE PUBLISHING COMPANY 


109 Montgomery Blidg., Milwaukee 1, Wis. 


AMERICA SEPTEMBER 27, 1947 



















723 











WwestWwARO 


Although the Eastern Church is a great 
and integral part of modern Catholicism, 
encompassing more than five million fol- 
lowers, very little is known about it in 
Catholic America. Glowing with color 
and pageantry, here is the compelling 
story of the Eastern Church—its origin, 
its rites, its break with Rome and its 
reconciliation, its clash with Russia and 
its growth in America—fascinatingly un- 
folded with warm human interest and 
scholarly understanding by Father Gulo- 
vich in his informative new book. 


by STEPHEN C. GULOVICH 
$2.50 at all bookstores 


THE DECLAN X. McMULLEN 
COMPANY 


225 BROADWAY+ NEW, YORK 7 








THE NEWMAN BOOKSHOP 
CATHOLIC BOOKSELLERS 
Westminster, Md., & 826 Newton St., Brookland, D.C, 


Catholic and Secular Books of All Pub- 
lishers Promptly Supplied. Best Library 
Discounts to Catholic Institutions, 
Monthly catalogue. 








BORROW CATHOLIC 
AND SECULAR BOOKS 


We loan them to you by mail—postage pre- 
paid. Perfect reading plan for book lovers 
at surprisingly small cost. For details write: 





Christopher Book Service 





97 Elm Place, Nutley 10, New Jersey 


CONTRIBUTORS 


© Bishop Bernard J. Sheil 
© H. A. Reinhold 
© Eddie Doherty 
® Sister Mariella Gable, O.S.B. 
© Ed Willock 
® many popular Catholic writers 


FROM THE BEGINNING... 


TODAY has also served as a 
stimulus for student writing. Many of 
its best received articles resulted from 
a consistent policy of special consider- 
ation for the work of student writers. 








Twice a month during the 
* school year. 
Sample copy on request. 


TODAY 


Catholic Student Magazine 
638 DEMING PLACE, CHICAGO 14 





who had never been taught to read 
or write. ... Would somebody pity 
them if they could run very fast 
but didn’t believe in the future of 
honesty? Would they be pitied if 
they lacked whatever it takes to 
love the dark-skinned children 
whom they had gone on strike to 
ban from their high schools? 
It is doubtful whether such reflections 
would ever have occurred to one so 
young were it not for the tough adjust- 
ment she had had to make. 

She turned to the Bible. ““My favorite 
passages became Romans 8:28, ‘All 
things work together for good to them 
that love God’; and Ephesians 5:20, 
‘Giving thanks always for all things 
unto God.’” 


Believing these two phrases was a 
tremendous job, and it meant say- 
ing them dozens on dozens of times 
before I could believe them. It 
meant actually saying, “Thank 
you, God, for this great experience 
of not being able to walk.” ... But 
I went back to it again. . . . And 
then I began to understand it! 


Our young author had learned the 
solemn truth: “God chastens whom He 
loves.” 

There are many interesting side- 
lights, the conflict among doctors, de- 
tails of the Sister Kenny treatment, a 
wealth of humorous anecdotes and 
sketches of other patients. What is sig- 
nificant, however, is the story of the 
author’s own growth through suffering. 
This moves the reader as did Betsy 
Barton’s autobiography or The Little 
Locksmith. Noreen Linduska’s book is 
worth a dozen run-of-the-press novels. 

Husert N. Harr 


AWivemaave)n’ 








MONSIGNOR KNOX SUGGESTS 
the stimulating possibility that if we 
were allowed to meet any Old Testa- 
ment personage of our own choosing, 
we would select King David. For, he 
explains, “with all the lawless faults 
of his age and character. there are still 
a freshness and a graciousness about 
. .. him which make him seem real to 
us, and... lovable.” Be that as it may, 
there is no genuine graciousness, nat- 
ural or supernatural, which does not in- 
clude a capacity for gratitude; and that 
David unquestionably had. It was he who 
appointed the Levites “to stand in the 
morning to give thanks, and to sing 


praises to the Lord” (1 Par. 23:30) ; 


724 AMERICA SEPTEMBER 27, 1947 


the theme of thanksgiving pulses 
through the Psalms (Ps. 108:30); and 
one of his most masterful lyric oyt. 
pourings welled from the same source 
(2 Kings, 22). 

St. Paul, who often cited David and 
included him among the great men to 
whom he paid immortal tribute in one 
of his finest passages (Heb. 11:32.39), 
likewise had David’s constant sense of 
divine beneficence and the correlative 
of profound gratitude. This spirit 
breathes through the opening lines of 
his First Epistle to the Corinthians, 
read in the Mass for the eighteenth 
Sunday after Pentecost. “I give thanks 
to my God always for you, for the 
grace of God that is given you in Christ 
Jesus, that in all things you are made 
rich in Him. . . .” We who take God 
and His goodness so much for granted, 
who fall into the subtle heresy of at. 
tributing all success to self and all 
failure to some insuperable and un. 
deserved fate. might meditate profitably 
on those words. “For nothing is so ac. 
ceptable to God,” St. John Chrysostom 
assures us, “as that men should be 
thankful. both for themselves and for 
others.” And for this reason, Chrysos- 
tom concludes, St. Paul prefaces every 
epistle with a reminder of the need and 
duty of gratitude. 

St. Bernard was eloquently insistent 
on this primary but neglected obliga- 
tion. Just as the sea is the ultimate 
source of all springs and rivers, so the 
Lord Jesus Christ is the’ fountainhead 
of all benefits; “the continence of the 
flesh. the energy of the heart, the recti- 
tude of the will, all flow from that 
spring.” But we who are the recipients 
of infinite mercy and goodness, who, 
when we pray at all, ask only for future 
favors with no advertence to past gifts, 
place ourselves with the nine ungrate- 
ful lepers who were so intoxicated with 
the gift of health that they forgot to 
return and thank the Giver of health 
(Luke 17:17). 

Thereby we diminish or even dam 
the stream of divine generosity flowing 
into our souls. “He who is faithful in 
returning due thanks to God shall be 
accounted worthy of greater benefits,” 
says St. Bernard. You do yourself a 
favor by thanking God for His good: 
ness; He desires to be thanked—“not,” 
as Bernard insists, “because there is 
anything wanting to Christ,” but be- 
cause by our gratitude we follow the 
higher dictates of nature and grace and 
so make ourselves eligible for further 
endowments. 

If a man does you a kindness, if he 
makes you a present, if he gives you 4 
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dinner, decency and courtesy require 
you to acknowledge your indebtedness. 
The ugly epithet “ingrate” is not one 
which a civilized man would lightly 
endure. Yet Christ by His life, passion 
and death redeemed you; by baptism 
He has raised you to supernatural life; 
when your infidelity dragged you into 
sin, His sacrament of penance revived 
and restored you; He blessed your 
wedding and is the Unseen Friend of 
your married life; He waits in His 
tabernacle to receive you in prayerful 
audience or, better still, for you to re- 
ceive Him in Holy Communion; He will 
stand beside your bed in that dread 
hour when death will dim your eyes so 
that they may open on the dazzling 
prospect of life and light eternal. What 
of your gratitude? Do you ever thank 
Him, pay Him a visit, attend the Holy 
Sacrifice voluntarily, receive Him in 
Holy Communion? Or do you, who 
would resent being regarded as an “in- 
grate” by men, care little how you 
appear before Christ the Lord? 
WituraM A. Donacuy, S.J. 


Films 








THE TAWNY PIPIT. Behind a title 
of dubious box-office appeal lurks a 
gently satiric and wholly delightful 
comedy of British manners and cus- 
toms. The title role is played by a bird, 
a rare species of tit-lark, who chooses 
the height of a global conflict to nest, 
for the second recorded time, in an 
English meadow. The villagers of near- 
by Lipsbury Lea nobly rise to the 
occasion. Acting on the appeal of the 
Colonel Blimpian leading citizen that 
the “little foreigners” be given a British 
square deal, they unite to protect the 
nest from curious outsiders, the menac- 
ing tanks of an Army maneuver, a 
Ministry of Agriculture plowing order 
and the scheming of a professional egg- 
stealer. An awed delegation from the 
Royal Omithological Society is mis- 
takenly regarded with suspicion and 
given a rough welcome, but the celebra- 
tion of the successful hatching finds 
everyone united in singing a specially 
composed anthem in very bad dog- 
gerel. Even the most belligerent nature- 
hater should find its sly but-affectionate 
dissection of small-town pretensions, 
political and social inanities and war- 
time red tape enough to warrant a 
visit. (Universal-International ) 


THE ROMANCE OF ROSY RIDGE. 
Post-Civil-War bitterness ran especially 
high in the border State of Missouri, 
whose sons had frought in about equal 
numbers for the Gray and the Blue. 
Into a feud-torn community in the 
Ozarks wandered a genial, young 
stranger, playing a mouth-organ and 
eager to help in the work of reconstruc- 
tion. How he unmasked the terrorizing 
night-riders and helped the people to 
bury their hatreds by building for the 
future is told with more sentimentality 
than sense and more action than in- 
sight. A heavy-handed attempt to form 
a parallel with present-day events 
doesn’t help matters. The film does 
have a genuine feeling for pioneer life 
and for the dignity of hard work, and 
a delightful accompaniment of Ameri- 
can folk-music which, added to engag- 
ing performances by Van Johnson, at- 
tractive newcomer Janet Leigh, Thomas 
Mitchell and others, make it mildly 
worth the family’s while. (MGM) 


WILD HARVEST. From Texas to the 
Canadian border are innumerable wheat 
farms too small to afford modern har- 
vesting machinery. Migratory combine- 
owners roam this territory servicing the 
fields on a percentage basis. The drama 
of these operations forms a segment of 
American life particularly suited to the 
sweep of the motion-picture camera, 
but this story of a group of stalwarts 
(Alan Ladd. Robert Preston, Lloyd 
Nolan, etc.) thus engaged is a virtual 
burlesque of all the brawling he-man 
yarns of the past. Their rugged, hit- 
before-you-think philosophy keeps them 
together through cut-throat competition, 
wheat fires, stylized donnybrooks, hang- 
overs, and other sidelights apparently 
necessary to the rough, outdoor life. 
The real test of friendship comes when 
they meet up with a farm-bred Delilah, 
acted with great emphasis but little 
conviction by Dorothy Lamour. She 
marries Preston simply to be near 
Ladd, who will have none of her, and 
talks her susceptible mate into large- 
scale wheat thefts to furnish her with 
a new car and fancy clothes. The im- 
plications and outcome of this situation 
would be more unpleasant if they were 
less ridiculous, but the large propor- 
tion of both should send the wary 
moviegoer elsewhere. (Paramount) 


BLACK GOLD. The last of this week’s 
all-outdoors program is a somewhat 
synthetic tale of rags-to-riches via the 
oil-gusher route, with a long shot win- 
ning the Kentucky Derby thrown in. 
Importance far beyond its entertain- 
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BENZIGER BROTHERS INC. 


Publishers of the 


Father 
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POPULAR 
PRAYER BOOKS 





MY PRAYER BOOK 
4 x 53%4,”—702 Pages 


The most popular Prayer Book in English. In- 
cludes all the usual and necessary prayers and 
devotions, offers counsels and reflections, serves 
for spiritual reading. 


Imitation Leather, Red Edge............ $3.25 
Edge 


Leather, Gold BOs ccasccesscvcaenimavas 4.00 
American Seal, Gold Edge.........seee- 5.00 
Peoraed, Gold) WagGs sic cccckcccsenessce 6.00 


THE CATHOLIC 
GIRL’'S GUIDE 


54, x 3¥,”"—680 Pages 


A complete Prayer Book with counsels and de- 


votions. A wise counsellor to assist in making 
a choice between the married or unmarried state 
in life. 

Imitation Leather, Red Edge............ $3.25 
Leather, Gold) Hage. oo sccccccccccccrsece 4.00 
Turkey Morocco, Gold Edge............. 7.00 


MAN’S GUIDE 
34% x 414”—782 Pages 


A virile book for earnest youth. It points out 
his duties to himself, to his family, his friends 
and includes all essential prayers for Mass and 
general devotions. 


Imitation Leather, Red Edge............ $3.50 
Regier, “GOld BGGiiscccccusscieceeaddne 4.50 
PUOEOCED, “GONG TRG a kis sas pocac casslaiec 5.50 


THREE FUNDAMENTAL 
PRAYER BOOKS 


The Raccolta—Indulgenced Prayers—$3.85 
The Psalms, A Prayer book—$3.85 
The New Roman Missal—For Daily Mass—$5.50 


Special Offer—All Three—$11.85 


BENZIGER BROTHERS INC. 
26-28 Park Place, New York 7, N. Y. 


Boston . Chicago - Cincinnati . San Franeiseo 
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appatite appeal 


Dine where they serve tempting pre- 
serves and jellies from Sexton’s Sun- 
shine Kitchens. They are famous in 48 
states for their pure fruit goodness. 





Lualily Foodd 


SEPT 9 





EYE EXAMINATIONS— Three Registered 
Optometrists having years of experience are at your 
service, to give you examination and advice. 


GLASSES at reasonable prices 
JOHN J. HOGAN, INC. 


Established 1892 
Louis Merckling and Staff, Optometrists 
SIX EAST 34TH STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 
(Opposite B. Altman’s 34th Street Entrance) 
Telephone: CA 5-6744 
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ladies. 
-} PRIESTS OF EUROPE ; 
} PRIESTS of Europe Need Clothing. Pascal sells } 
+ materials by the yard for cassocks and suits. Also 
made-up cassocks for this purpose. Avail yourself { 
Lof this valuable service. Guaranteed satisfaction. 4 
, Send for samples Now! —— 3 Ey ¢ 
( VICTOR PASCAL Wew vork10,n.y. | 


“The Cassock Specialists’ q 





} CLERICAL TAILORS OF THE BETTER KIND , 








NOTICES 


10c per word. Payment with order. 





NEW SEMINARY opening in September 
needs books. Old or new books on Philoso- 
phy, Theology, Canon Law, Church His- 
tory, etc., will be gratefully received by the 
Montfort Fathers at St. Louis de Montfort 
Seminary, Litchfield, Connecticut. 


FRANCISCAN MISSION FOR COL- 
ORED—Donations to build school needed. 
Used clothes for poor accepted too. Rev. 
Pius Keating, Christ the King Mission, 
High Point, N. C 


MISSIONARY PRIESTS, working in four 
counties, only 80 Catholics in population of 
140,000, need prayers and gifts to _expand 
spiritual beachhead. Will you help? Rev. 
Louis R. Williamson, Hartsville, South 
Carolina. 


JESUIT HOME MISSION—My hope—a 
school to plant the Catholic tradition. Small 
contributions are precious and welcome. 
Rev. John A. Risacher, S.J., Holy Cross 
Mission, Durham, North Carolina. 














IRISH Books, Belleek China, Linens, Celtic 
Crosses, Rosaries, Cards, etc. Write_ for 
Catalogue. Irish Industries Depot, Inc., 
876 Lexington Ave., New York 21, N. Y. 











ment level stems from its dignified and 
warmly human portrayal of an Amert- 
can Indian couple and their Chinese 
adopted son as the leading characters. 
This valid screen representation of so- 
called racial minorities, as rare as it 
is welcome, merits the attention of the 
family. (Allied Artists) 
Mora WALsH 


sNiveniane 








OFFSTAGE DRAMA. The beginning 
of the season, like the last sixty seconds 
before the curtain rises on a new play, 
is filled with uncertainty and hope. 
This year, as on the eve of every 
previous season, we are hoping for a 
winter of great drama—a succession of 
plays that will quicken our imagina- 
tion, stir our emotions and stimulate 
our minds. We are ready to settle for 
half a dozen mature productions like 
Born Yesterday and Call Me Mister. 
Even if the season turns out to be one 
of our best, the chances are that its 
strongest play will fall short of the 
stark drama of an exciting intramural 
war between several factions of theatre 
personnel. 

The cold war began about the middle 
of last season, when Maxwell Ander- 
son’s Joan of Lorraine was playing in 
the National Theatre, in Washington. 
Ingrid Bergman, the star, was informed 
that the box-office refused to sell tickets 
to Negroes. Miss Bergman was shocked, 
and declared that if she had known of 
the color bar before signing a contract 
she would have refused to play in The 
National. Her stand started a chain 
reaction of indignation among other ar- 
tists. Most of the leading playwrights 
signed an agreement to keep their 
plays out of the National until the 
color bar is removed, and Actors’ 
Equity, which represents the majority 
of stage performers, voted to support 
the writers. 

Toward the end of summer the war 
of nerves turned into a hot war. Equity 
polled its members, and the result was 
an overwhelming vote in favor of keep- 
ing actors out of the National if the 
management persists in barring Negroes 
from the theatre. Equity gave the man- 
agement a reasonable time, until June 
30, 1948, to revise its policy. 

Marcus Heiman, who controls the 
National, maintains that the color bar 
merely conforms to the over-all pattern 
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of segregation that exists in Washing. 
ton, as well as in other cities, and that 
it is unfair to make his theatre a guine, 
pig for social reform. He insists tha 
he will not yield under what he feel; 
is a form of duress. If Equity forces a 
showdown, he declares, the Nationa] 
will change over te motion pictures, 

Both sides have let themselves in for 
a war of attrition. Equity has committed 
itself to a principle and can hardly 
retreat with any trace of dignity o; 
honor. Mr. Heiman, perhaps unwitting. 
ly, is standing fast as a defender of 
racial intolerance; and it would be 
extremely naive to expect him to give 
in merely because his position is mora}. 
ly untenable. 

If the war is fought out to the bitter 
end, Washington will be the only im. 
portant capital in the world without a 
dramatic theatre. But that catastrophe 
may be prevented by Washington thea. 
tregoers jumping into the fight. Mr. 
Heiman assumes that the majority of 
theatregoers in the city are either rabid 
racists or incurable snobs. He may be 
wrong. It is more likely that they go 
to the theatre to see a play and not 
to look at the person in the next seat, 
White and colored people sit beside 
each other without snarling in Catholic 
University Theatre. They would hardly 
want to bite each other in the National. 

Is Mr. Heiman ambitious to be re. 
membered as the Clark Griffith of the 
theatre? “The moving finger writes, 
and having writ ... ” Mr. Heiman had 
better think carefully of his epitaph in 
history. THEOPHILUS Lewis 


Parade 








FOR NUMEROUS INDIVIDUALS, 
during the week, fortune’s smiles turned 
suddenly into scowls. . . . This abrupt 
shift from the one to the other was 
confined to no one region. . . . Jumping 
for joy when his girl agreed to marty 
him, a Marine in Washington, D.C, 
sprained his ankle. . . . Massachusetts 
witnessed the phenomenon. . . . A 
citizen there beamed as he received at 
last the shiny, new automobile he had 
ordered sixteen months ago. Taking the 
shining thing down the highway for a 
trial spin, he inadvertently ran it into 
a truck, demolished it ten minutes after 
delivery. . . . The smile-to-scowls shift 
ramified through varied spheres of hu 
man life. . . . In Arlington, Va., eight 
ladies sat placidly under hair-dryers ia 
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Vashing. a beauty shop. Outside the shop, paint- 
and that ers, using spray-guns, were applying 
@ guineas red paint to a wall. The red spray, 
ists that drawn by an intake fan, poured first 
he feels into the dryers and then into the ladies On the Mass 
forces a hair. With their hair full of red paint, 
National the ladies ceased being placid... . and Man 
pictures, The shift was, of course, not universal. i 
es in for _,. In many instances, fortune dis- 
mumitted pensed with the smiles altogether and 
| hardly went right into the scowls. . . . Police . ‘ 
gnity or officials were harried. . . . The Las i od W L 3 
Witting. Vegas, Nev., police chief revealed that a n im as 4 e 
nder of prisoner in his jail pried a dozen small A 
ould be wire springs off a cell bunk and swal- By John P. Delaney. . S.J. 
to give lowed them, and then broke a light 
$ moral- fxture and ate the glass. The chief 
urged California authorities to take the : . 
ne bitter man off his hands before “he eats up 58 short sermons suited to the liturgy of the Sundays 
only im. our nice new jail.”... How difficult it and special feast days of the year. An informative col- 
ithout a is nowadays to keep a roof over one’s lection for cleric, convert or child, it aptly links things 
astrophe head was demonstrated. . . . When a eal d laa ali te t h 
on thea- Detroit housewife returned home after and places, and particularly the heart of man to the 
sht. Mr. a shopping trip, she noticed the family Holy Sacrifice. 
jority of roof was gone. Three roofers, working 
er rabid at the wrong address, had taken the 
may he top of her house off. . . . Lawless ele- “Witnessing, like its predecessor and companion 
they go ments displayed a lack of subtlety... . volume, We Offer Thee, to the author’s power of 
and not In what was anything but the perfect . Ait : : 
a at crime, California thieves stole a jeep putting great truths and principles into simple, 
t beside from an airport. The vehicle, used for graphic words, In Him Was Life assists the 
me a ie vase the oe om reader to develop a clearer understanding of the 
ardly e rear a huge sign reading: “Follow 2 : 
ational ii” Cherine die sgn, palioe anced relation of each large and small event of life to 
> be re the outlaws. .. . A new type of false his personal participation in the Mass.” 
h of the alarm brought chagrin to a telephone BEST SELLERS 
writes, operator in the central exchange of a 
man had New Mexico town. The young lady, 
eae in fy-swatter in hand, aes as a a “With the sacred words of the Mass as his theme, 
EWIS ing on an automatic fire signal. She . 
shel the fy Sen net tie signal. The the author proceeds to explain the great truths | 
fire siren blew twelve times without of our Faith, to impart a portion of his love of it 
stopping, aroused the whole town, in- to those who hear him.” 
cluding the firemen. . . . Good fortune NUNTIUS AULAE 
and bad fortune, according to fatalists, 
are arranged in advance and happen 
inevitably. . . . Man, according to this “Down to life talks which lift the heart and mind 
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Correspondence 








Federal aid for veterans 


Epitor: I was glad to see, in the Au- 
gust 30 issue of America, that Father 
Robert C. Hartnett brought out the fact 
that the Federal Government is giving 
financial aid to veterans of World War 
II who are attending private colleges 
of their own choosing. I, who am pur- 
suing my theological studies at a Cath- 
olic seminary, am the recipient of such 
aid. 

I am familiar with the protests in 
educational circles over proposed Fed- 
eral legislation that would give finan- 
cial aid to non-public schools. Cries 
have been raised against such a trivial 
matter as free bus transportation for 
parochial-school children. Yet I have 
heard no such outbursts against vet- 
erans attending private schools, sup- 
ported partly by the funds of the Fed- 
eral Government. 


Yonkers, N. Y. Peter T. Raicu 


Catholic distintegration? 


Epitor: After a discussion of Ida 
Gorres’ challenging indictment of “for- 
malism, fossilization and withering of 
the interior spirit in the nation’s [Ger- 
many’s| religious life,” Father LaFarge 
analyzes (America, Aug. 16, p. 543) 
Catholic life and practice in this coun- 
try, and then asks what may be con- 
sidered the most pertinent question 
ever posed for American Catholics: “Is 
our position in the present crisis ‘a 
turning upward to a new and vast world 
mission of the Catholic Church’. . . or, 
‘does it hint at the beginning of a sub- 
tle and gradually spreading disintegra- 
tion?’” 

I am chiefly concerned with the last 
part of this question, and what appalls 
me is the fact that the very thing that 
lies at the roots of a coming or an 
actual beginning of Catholic disinte- 
gration is too often by-passed in po- 
lemic discussions and reconstruction 
stories, and is sometimes even com- 
pletely ignored by administrators of 
our Catholic educational forces. 

That thing is the failure to give due 
attention to the lay graduates of our 
high schools, colleges and universities. 
If we can have reason to fear the be- 
ginning of a subtle and gradually 


spreading disintegration of Catholic 
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life, may not the cause of it be placed, 
partly at least, at the door of educa- 
tional administrators who have not inte- 
grated in some regulated way the 
schools with the alumni and the alumni 
with the schools? Our graduates step 
out of the grand educational temples 
we have built under double taxation 
into a world of unbelief and religious 
skepticism. 

We seem to take complacently for 
granted that, given Catholic high-school 
and college formation, these products 
of our best efforts are forever lay 
towers of strength in the Church’s de- 
fense or are the unyielding spokesmen 
of her cause. As a matter of fact, far 
too many are either Catholic blushing 
violets, or are men and women who 
seem scarcely concerned about what 
goes on against the Church. The very 
precious young graduates so well eulo- 
gized by Father Walter Burghardt at 
their convention in Oklahoma a few 
months ago are forced to go forth un- 
organized, and even inadequately 
equipped, for the apostolate that is 
Catholic Action. They go forth and are 
sometimes drawn willy-nilly to follow 
the poisonous melody of some pied 
piper or other, but are not directed by 
their school, through an alumni asso- 
ciation, towards parish work and other 
activities that can second their aca- 
demic training. They have no continu- 
ing opportunity for self-betterment in 
the Catholic sense. 

lf it is hinted that there is a wall of 
separation between the clergy and the 
laity in Europe, or anywhere in the 
world, when will we learn the gospel 
truth that the children of this world 
are wiser in their generation than the 
children of light (Luke 16:8)? Wit- 
ness, for example, the tremendously ef- 
fective work sponsored for graduates 
by secularizing agencies in the educa- 
tional field through alumni associations 
and alumni councils. The continued in- 
terest, the friendly spirit, the helping 
hand, the vision and the zeal shown by 
those who are not Catholics have much 
to teach us. Only by learning the les- 
son may we hope to reach a solution 
of the tantalizing question posed by 
Father LaFarge. 

(Rev.) Gasriet A. Zea, S.J. 


New York, N. Y. 
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Suggestions for pastors 


Epitor: Exception must be taken to 
the conclusion drawn in the Comment, 
“Can the Parish Do It?” in the August 


9 issue. It seems to me that if the | 


final sentence were reversed, it would 
be closer to the truth. 


In my own parish, for example, the 


sermon last Sunday was on punctuality 


in attendance at Mass; on the previous _ 


Sunday, it was on “white lies.” I dont 


depreciate the importance of either; | | 
do believe, however, that they are not 
among the more vital issues facing the — 
Church or the nation at this moment, _ 

I have yet to hear, or hear of, a truly 
great sermon on racialism or anti-Semj. — 
tism. Yet responsible, adult members _ 


of my own family believe that “the 


Negro should be kept in his place” ; 


I’ve often wondered as to how many 
Catholics confess to racialism. Rela. 
tively few, I believe, because relatively 
few of them have been told that it jg 
immoral. 

In summary, it is my experience that 
until the pastors awaken to their re. 
sponsibilities, the parishioners cannot 
do very much. 

READER 

Address witheld. 


Community life in college 


Epitor: I have been reading the arii- 
cles in AMERICA on higher education, 
including that of Mr. Martin M. Mc. 
Laughlin in the September 13 issue. 

Speaking as a recent graduate from 
a Catholic university, I do think that 
Mr. McLaughlin hits home with his 
comments on present conditions with 
relation to Catholic leadership. How- 
ever, from my observations while in 
school, I would not say that there is 
little community spirit among the stu- 
dents and the professors, that the stu- 
dents study alone and go their separate 
ways. The corner drugstores, the soror- 
ity and fraternity gatherings, the stu- 
dent conferences with the professors, 
and life in the dormitories took care of 
that problem. I know that I am speak- 
ing as a representative of only one out 
of many Catholic schools, but it seems 
to me that such college life would be 
rather general. Still, I am not saying 
that there were seeds planted in prep: 
aration for future living in society 48 
members of the Mystical Body. There 
were student potentialities, but the 
stimuli for an apostolic student move 
ment were lacking. 

(Miss) Mary Jane Vancos 


Rhinelander, Wis. 
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North Charles Street, Baltimore, Maryland 
An accredited Catholic institution for the 
higher education of women conducted by 
the School Sisters of Notre Dame. Excep- 
tional advantages. 

For Information Address the Registrar 








SIENA HEIGHTS 
COLLEGE 


ADRIAN, MICHIGAN 


A CATHOLIC COLLEGE FOR WOMEN 


Fully Accredited, Conducted by 
Sisters of St. Dominic, Bachelor De- 
grees in Arts, Science, Philosophy, 
Music, Home Economics, Commer- 
cial Education; Teacher Training, 
Dramatics, Pre-Legal and Pre-Medi- 
cal Courses. Two-Year Terminal 
Course in Secretarial Work. Ex- 
ceptional Opportunities in Art. 
Beautiful Buildings 

Interesting Campus Life 


For further information address the Deas 














Ready January, 1948 


A Critical Anthology for Freshmen and Sophomores— 


Literature: Tue CHANNEL OF Cu ture 


Edited by 


FRANCIS X. CONNOLLY, 
Head of Undergraduate English Department, Fordham University 








As Dr. Connolly states in his preface, this © 800 double-column pages 


text is designed: : , . 
; : ; —— © 260 selections, including 
“... to present the literary experience in its proper 64 essays, articles, orations 
philosophical and historical frame of reference, 13 biepraphies autcbiagiighdes 
apart from which literary delight may well become 15 short Liaiien aiithaiaas 
a riot of fancy and an invitation to anarchy.” 3 complete laws 


“,..to provide the studeat, in the language of 165 poems 

literature itself, with insights into literary prin- © 85 authore~chnesical ent elie 
ciples, criteria and techniques and to offer him and American, including Chaucer, 
classic models, drawn from the principal literary Shakespeare, Dryden, Swift, Samuel 
ages, for analysis, criticism and imitation.” Johnson, Edmund Burke, Wordsworth, 
“... to give the young student of every persuasion Browning, Newman, and G. M. Hop- 
more awareness of the continuity of history and kins, Francis Thompson, Chesterton, 
the coherence of truth rather than of the change Belloc, Maritain, Gilson, T. S. Eliot, 
and chaos which floats through the intellectual C. S. Lewis, Max Beerbohm, Emily 
sphere like bomb dust over a ruined city.” Dickinson and Thomas Merton 




















Catholic college English instructors have long sought an anthology for the special 
needs of their classes. Literature: The Channel of Culture is, we believe, the fulfillment 


of their quest. 
This text is a challenge to student and instructor — challenging in the significance, and 
in some instances the difficulty, of the selections. The introductions constitute in them- 


selves an introductory course in literary criticism; they are well-written, lucid literary 
essays, reflecting the editor’s own scholarship, insight and literary craftsmanship. 


Literature: The Channel of Culture is a book which college students will not only enjoy 
in the classroom — they will want to add it to their personal libraries. 


If you would like to consider this text for your second semester English classes, 
please write for tables of contents, or for further information, to Paul L. Millane, 


Catholic College Representative. 





HARCOURT, BRACE ann COMPANY, new York 17, N.Y. 
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